Longden Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting 29th March 2023
Chairman’s Report.
I am very pleased to welcome you all to this evening’s meeting and I’m sure that there are many items on our agenda that you will find interesting.
One of our major concerns is road safety throughout the Parish and if you remember we commissioned an engineer’s traffic survey and road safety scheme for Hook-a-Gate .  We have had no success moving it forward.  In fact, we have had great difficulty in progressing any schemes through Shropshire Council!  We became so disheartened by their lack of action, we paid for and had erected the “Village Gates” in Hook-a-Gate which was part of the engineer’s scheme to slow traffic coming into the village. They certainly are very noticeable but only time will tell if they have any effect on reducing traffic speeds.
Road safety fears around School drop off time in Longden are also high priority and we are pushing for action there.
The new Shropshire Local Plan that follows on from SAMDev, is at the moment being scrutinised by the Planning Inspectorate.  In the summer last year, I was part of a team who addressed the Planning Inspectors at a hearing at Shrewsbury football stadium to elaborate on our arguments that Longden be downgraded from a “Hub” due to limited facilities and infrastructure.  In the next few months, we are hoping to go before the Inspectors again to further explain these beliefs and influence the final details of The Local Plan.  The designation of the remainder of the Parish as Open Countryside is very much welcomed and is exactly what is needed to maintain the character of our Parish.
Following on from the passing of our Queen we were represented at the official Shropshire accession announcement in the quarry and later that day I repeated this accession announcement and proclamation at a ceremony in Longden at the Lych Gate. Those attending were pleased to have a local ceremony where they could show their respect for the passing of our monarch and mark their positive reception of our new King.
Our substantial contribution to the running costs of Lyth Hill country park have been well monitored and the maintenance and also development work that the team of volunteers and the Rangers are carrying out are generally well received and preserve the wonderful open space for our community. 
The defibrillator installed there is the second within the Parish and we are working on placing a defibrillator in each of the villages within the Parish as soon as we can obtain funding and find suitable sites.
There have been many matters in which we have achieved clear progress during the year. We have installed the new noticeboard in Hook-A-Gate and a further one in Lower Common to replace the aging and leaky one there. There has recently been an organised litter pick around Annscroft and extra litter bins are to now located in suitable places around the Parish and a tree and plaque to mark the Queen’s jubilee has been planted in Annscroft.  The remembrance poppies affixed to lamppost in each of the villages along the main road were certainly noticeable and initiated positive comments from residents. Our thanks to Councillors C and K Roberts for their efforts with this undertaking.  Our considerable contribution towards the funding of the new classroom at Longden School has meant that a much-needed facility has now been completed and the children really appreciate this new capacity.  We have also pledged £10,000 to help finance the proposed refurbishment and modernisation of this Village Hall which is a much used and valued facility within the Parish.
Unfortunately, Jamie Whysall who joined the council last May has had to resign because of work commitments and Paul Fotheringham has been co-opted onto the Council in his place. We look forward to him contributing to our wide ranging discussions.
	Our Parish plan has now come to the end of its lifespan and a new plan for the Parish is needed.  The Parish Council have decided that we should develop a Neighbourhood Plan and our intention to do this has been registered with Shropshire Council.  This type of plan will involve the steering group in a great amount of time and work but, it will have some status within the developing Local Plan.  A Neighbourhood Plan will have significant legal standing and will influence building development within the Parish and more importantly safeguard our open spaces.  We would hope that Parishioners would join the steering group as more volunteers are certainly needed.  In fact, you will not be allowed out of this meeting unless you “volunteer” to join in!
This is only a brief glimpse of the work that the Parish Council does, we’d love you to come along and join in with our monthly meetings and who knows you might become our councillors in the future.

Paul Carter.    Chairman of Longden Parish Council.
