


LONGDEN PARISH ANNUAL MEETING - 2023
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Longden Parish Electors held on Wednesday 29th March 2023 at 7.00 pm at Longden Parish Hall.
Chairman: 	Cllr P. Carter – Chairman of Longden Parish Council 

In attendance: Caroline Higgins, Parish Clerk; 
		    Twelve members of the parish council and parishioners plus invited speakers 
1/2023	Chairman’s Welcome
The Chairman of Longden Parish Council took the chair and welcomed all attending. He thanked Cllrs Catherine and Keith Roberts for arranging refreshments.
2/2023 	Police Report – PCSO Jacqui Baldwin & PCSO Lyn Birch
The Police Community Support Officers gave details of the regular speeding checks they undertake in the parish (six sessions since Christmas) and acknowledged the ongoing problems of speeding through Hook-a-gate and Annscroft.  As civilian staff they are only permitted to carry out checks within the 30mph speed limits but agreed to request support from the Force Operation which can undertake covert checks on the 60mph limits at the approaches to the villages.   The officers responded to several questions about speeding which remains as the highest police priority for residents of the parish.   
Residents complained of inconsiderate parking in Longden village by parents dropping children at school as well as speeding through the village, despite highly visible Community Speed Watch operations.  The officers suggested the school posts a teacher at the gate to encourage parents to follow parking guidelines but agreed to visit the village at the worst affected times to enforce rules about parking away from junctions.
They also warned about rural crime with Landrovers being a particular target.  They advised farmers to use CCTV and lighting to protect their properties.  They took note of antisocial behaviour issues at Lyth Hill and agreed to step up patrols in that area.
Recent changes to the Safer Neighbourhood Teams were reported and an updated contact list requested by the parish council. 
3/2023	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18th May 2022
The minutes, having been published on the Parish Council website and having been reviewed by the Parish Council were agreed as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.
4/2023	Matters Arising – 
None
5/2023	Chair’s Report – Councillor Paul Carter 
The Chairman presented a report on the activities of Longden Parish Council since the last Annual Parish Meeting.  His report highlighted the efforts of the Council to address traffic safety in Longden and Hook-a-Gate and the installation of village gates.  He also reported on the representations made to the Planning Inspectorate objecting to the emerging Shropshire Local Plan that proposes Longden be designated as a Community Hub.  The Council will continue to press for a downgrade to the current designation as a Community Cluster as the plan progresses.  The Council has agreed to develop a Neighbourhood Plan which will have more status than the now out of date Parish Plan.  He encouraged parishioners to get involved in the process by joining the steering group.
New infrastructure installed by the parish council has included new noticeboards in Hook-a-Gate and Lower Common and additional litter bins.  Remembrance poppies were displayed on lamp posts during the autumn, and this was well received.  The council also contributed £5,000 to support the new classroom at Longden school and pledged £10,000 to support the Village Hall to refurbish and modernise the hall for the benefit of all residents.
The Council marked the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by planting a tree in Annscroft and following her death, the Chairman represented the parish at the Accession Announcement which he later repeated in the parish.
The Chairman thanked the councillors for their support and hard work.  He encouraged residents to attend Council meetings to find out more about the work of the Council.
The Chairman’s full report is published on the Parish Council website for information
6/2022 	Invited Speaker on Neighbourhood Planning – Allan Hodges
Cllr Allan Hodges of Pontesbury Parish Council gave a first-hand account of their experience of developing a Neighbourhood Plan.  He explained the advantages (and emphasised the amount of work required).  He particularly stressed that the plan must be evidence based and must involve the local community.  A Neighbourhood Plan carries legal weight once adopted and cannot be ignored by the planning department although it must be compliant with the Shropshire Local Plan.  The plan may take two or three years to complete and will have a financial cost but once adopted the parish will receive a larger share of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) collected from developers.  The plan can be used to define and protect the local identity and valuable open spaces.  Once completed the plan will be examined by the Planning Inspectorate and if sound will be put to the parish for approval via a referendum.
7/2023	Finance Report – Caroline Higgins, (Clerk / RFO)
The Parish Clerk gave details of the accounts of the Parish Council in the 12 months to 31st March 2023.  The Parish Precept of £35,101 was supplemented by an Environmental Maintenance Grant of £587 and the Council also received £4,396 in CIL Neighbourhood Funds, which is restricted to expenditure on infrastructure projects.
Expenditure of £29,400 was £8,500 more than the previous year.  It again included a grant to Shropshire Council of £8,650 for the maintenance of Lyth Hill Country Park and also a grant of £5,000 to Longden School and new noticeboards and village gateways. 
The full financial report is published on the Council website for information.
8/2023 	Shropshire Council Report – Councillor Roger Evans  
Cllr Roger Evans reported that Shropshire Council Tax bills had recently been issued showing an increase of 4.99%.  A budget overspend has left the Council with a very low reserve so £51M of savings are being sought from the next financial year.  
The new Local Plan has been declared sound but is subject to further review.  Additional housing allocations of 1,500 across the county are required to support neighbouring communities.  He encouraged residents to join the Neighbourhood Plan steering group as the plan could influence any additional development required locally.
He had recently met with parents of Longden School and the local media who were raising awareness of the school using an art installation.  He urged the Council to include the traffic safety concerns as a priority for CIL funding in the forthcoming Place Plan review.
He spoke about the recent Parliamentary constituency review and ongoing Local Government Boundary Review which will be followed by a review of parish boundaries.  Some changes are proposed to Longden Division and there will be a further consultation between May and September.  The whole of Lyth Hill could be included in the Longden Division and Longden parish boundaries may also change.
9/2023	Longden School Report – Councillor Roger Evans
Councillor R Evans presented the report on behalf of the new head teacher Sally Johnson.  

The school currently has 131 children on the roll plus 37 in the nursery.  Several members of staff are leaving the school and they will be missed.  The children are about to launch their Easter fundraising appeal and the support of parents is appreciated.

The input and involvement of school governors was reported with particular reference to the ‘go slow’ campaign organised by Jacinta Walton.  The school hopes the raised awareness will prompt action by Shropshire Council to improve signage and safety in the village of Longden.

The full report is published on the Parish Council website
10/2023	Longden Village Hall Committee Report – Lynne Brayne
Lynne Brayne reported that the hall was celebrating its 100th year this year.  The Committee were progressing with their plans to upgrade the facilities with a new kitchen, entrance, serving hatch, wheelchair side entrance and small meeting room.  Planning permission has now been granted but initial quotes are higher than anticipated.  They are applying for a grant from the Jubilee Fund and have been successful in stage 1.  They are seeking £55,000 in stage 2.  They are grateful for the funding commitment from the Parish Council which demonstrates community support and helps to attract further matched funding.  They plan to apply for a loan to meet any funding gap but are continuing with fundraising events which are being well supported.  A Parish Picnic will be held to celebrate the King’s Coronation of 7th May.  A large Promises Auction is planned in November to mark the hall centenary.  Offers of support will be appreciated.
11/2023	Longden Village Action Group Report – Paul Arnold
The Chairman of the LVAG described the objectives and achievements of the group which was formed to prevent major development schemes in the village.  They currently have just three committee members and they are still looking for a volunteer to act as Secretary.
12/2023	Questions and discussion with residents
The Chairman opened the floor for questions or comments;
12.1	Reverend Graham Phillips spoke to outline the Church’s plans for the land next to the Rectory Garden.  An offer to purchase the land and build two houses has been made and some scrub and small trees have been cleared.  The pony field may also be developed for up to 12 small houses but the Church recognised the concerns of residents that this would open up access to a larger field beyond which has previously been the subject of a larger development proposal.  The Diocese has agreed in principle to retaining a strip of land to prevent access to the neighbouring field and the Church would consider transferring the land to the parish council if it were willing to maintain the hedge.   A resident of Plealey Lane expressed her concerns and those of her neighbours about any development of the land.
12.2	Cllr Roger Evans suggested that yellow lines might be requested to prevent inconsiderate parking on Plealey Lane but it was noted that parking restrictions are generally resisted by Shropshire Council in rural villages.
12.3	Jacinta Walton spoke about the recent art installation to raise awareness of the school and nursery which had received strong coverage by BBC Radio Shropshire.  
12.4	Cllr Roger Evans suggested the 30mph speed limit in Longden be supported by the proposed development by the Rectory.
12.5	Cllr Roger Evans reported that the proposal for Quiet Lanes including on Pound Lane was being resisted by Shropshire Council.
12.6	Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – Cllr Roger Evans reported that a resident of Lyth Hill had expressed an interest in joining the steering group.
The meeting closed at 9:30pm
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