
 

 

LONGDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of Longden Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th 

February 2020 at 7.30 pm in Longden Village Hall. 

Present: Cllr P Carter – Chairman 
              Cllr N. Evans 
                   Cllr. R Evans 
              Cllr. Mrs K. Lovegrove 
              Cllr. W. Merrick 
              Cllr. C. Rigby 
              Cllr. M Whittall 
 

Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk 

 

147/2019 Fire Safety Announcement 

The Chairman gave a fire safety announcement. 

 

148/2020 Chairman’s Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors to the meeting. 

 

149/2020 Apologies for absence 

Members RESOLVED to receive apologies of absence for this meeting from: 

• Cllr. Mrs C. Roberts – alternative commitment 

• Cllr. K Roberts – alternative commitment 
 

150/2020 Declarations of Interest. 

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration 

on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant 

Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. 

 

151/2020 Police Report 

The Clerk had obtained a copy of the from West Mercia Police December SNT report 

which she circulated to Members.  

 

152/2020 Public Question Time and Participation 

There were no Members of the public present. 
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153/2020 Minutes 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Wednesday 2nd January 2020 

 

154/2020 Clerks Report and Update. 

The Clerk gave the following reports and updates from the minutes: 

i) Update from Steve Brown, Interim Head of Highways at Shropshire 

Council (SC) on the hedges in Annscroft, trees covering street lights 

and vegetation covering various road signs across the parish, lack 

of gully emptying in the parish and the proposed frequency to do so 

 

A response was received as follows despite many times of chasing 

Shropshire Council: 

 

I am really sorry, and embarrassed, to still not be in a position 

personally to update you fully on any of the matters raised initially 

back in November. 

Whilst my apology doesn’t help you at all in time for your meeting 

today please be assured that I have escalated the difficulties in 

communication you are experiencing.  Improvements in this regard 

are being explored as part of a significant exercise to improve the 

current service, you may be aware of this work from recent press 

coverage. 

Dangerous trees – logged for investigation and update ref. 

14023946.  Regrettably no update as of 4pm today. 

Cutting back – logged for investigation and update ref. 14023949.  

Regrettably no update as of 4pm today. 

Drain Smelling – ref. 14023866 – a site investigation has been 

carried out and operational response discussed with the contractor.  

Andy Wilde (Operations Manager) will update further on this as 

soon as possible. 

As soon as I have any updates on the above I will share them. 

 

Jonathan Ingoldby, Highway Maintenance Technician, Shropshire 

Council Highways Central Division sent the following response: 

 

I can report that the dangerous tree problem at Redhill has been 

resolved by tree surgeons. (Enquiry no. 14023946.) 

I’m afraid we have not as yet addressed the clearing and cleaning 

of signs in the parish (enq. No. 14023949), and neither have we  
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investigated the reports of a smelly drain / ditch in Hanley Lane, 

Bayston Hill (enq. No. 14023866.) Potholes and road drainage 

issues continue to preoccupy us, particularly in cold weather 

conditions. 

 

Regarding other issues I believe the parish council has raised, I can 

report that we have instructed repairs to several potholes on Long 

Lane, west of Lower Common, and that we intend to send the 

Roadmaster lorry to repair the spalling/scouring of the road surface 

in Manor Lane, Longden, when warmer weather arrives. 

 

 

ii) The cleaning out of the blocked sewer at the end of Hanley Lane  

- Concern as expressed that SC had the wrong location. It was in 

Hook-a-gate not Bayston Hill. 

 

iii) Flooding in Lyth Hill – update on the meeting which took place in  

early January with SC – the work promised had not yet been carried 

out 

 

iv) Cobham Villas – manhole raised in the tarmac – this had been 

repaired 

 

v) Redhill Drive manhole cover – no update but the Clerk was asked 

to write to Severn Trent Water asking them to re-instate it as a 

matter of urgency 

 

vi) Arriva Bus Group – update on the complaint made about the 

regularity of buses being cancelled from Shrewsbury – no reply 

received 

 

vii) Roundels on the road at Hookagate – no update  

 

viii) Update on the Lyth Hill 10k Run in terms of any monitory 

encouragement for the parish – no response from the organisers to 

date. The Clerk will chase 

 

ix) Cutting back of hedgerows and grass verges in the parish by 

farmers – see above 

 

x) Litter bins – update on any response from SC with regard to their 

purchasing of five more litter bins for the parish – no response 
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xi) Replacement bench in Longden – Cllr. Mrs K. Lovegrove reported 

that the son and daughter in law of the person, Geoff Davies, who’s 

bench is beign replaced had offered to contribute towards the 

replacement bench. 

 

RESOLVED that Longden PC accept the kind offer of a donation 

towards the cost of a bench in Longden, the fitting of which will be 

arranged by the Parish Council  

 

 

155/2019 Shropshire Councillor’s Report 

Shropshire Councillor, Councillor Roger Evans gave a report on the work of 

Shropshire Council:  

• The Shropshire Council cabinet papers are 650 pages long. It is looking 

although there will be a 3.99% budget increase – 2% adult social care and the 

1.99% the maximum allowed for other items 

• The PCC Commissioners Police budget looks although it will increase by 

3.94% 

• End of Year position – no one outside the cabinet members are aware of the 

level of reserves of Shropshire Council. Councillors are concerned about 

being asked to set a budget without knowing these details especially given 

that in September 2019 it looked like there may be a £6m budget deficit on 

31st March 2020 

SC propose from April 2020 that there is a change in the provision of youth 

services and funding is pulled however a review was now going on as he had 

asked for the matter to be called in 

• Shropshire Council Highways is in meltdown and there are many issues that 

need to be addressed. A consultant has been employed to look at every 

aspect of the department even though the review of the same took six months 

• The crossing in Hanwood, due to start in September 2019 has no planning 

permission and the work will now not start until March 2020 

• The Chief Executive has taken full control of the Highway Contract and is 

having robust weekly meetings with Kier 

• The Chief Executive has allowed an additional £m to go into the pothole 

budget although it was noted that the government may be giving funding for 

pot hole repairs – a decision is due in February 

• The Chief Executive has taken £1m out of the Kier uplift budget to support the 

SC budget. A question was asked of Cllr. Evans – So why are SC paying Kier 

if they are not doing their job? – they are looking for small businesses to plug 

the gaps 

• The revised Local Plan consultation has been put back until June although the 

period would only be short and it was unlikely many changes would be made. 
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• Shrewsbury swimming pool was down to two options – the sports village or   

one in Quarry Park although the Chairman had heard that they may build two 

pools to which Cllr. Evans did not agree 

• Good news was that Smartwataer to obtain the discount could just be a street 

or a specific settlement to enable the discount to apply. However to put up the 

Smartwater signs a significant settlement would have to have a 70% take up. 

• He had a meeting with Helen Walters of SC about the flooding in Ford so he 

would again mention the flooding in Lyth Hill 

• Long Lane is going to be closed for 3 or 4 days in May 2020 

• A question was asked about the development in Tong. It was stated that there 

was no supporting evidence to justify the build and it was currently down for 

refusal although the final decision would be made in May. The Conservative 

Members are very unhappy. 

 

156/2019 We Don’t Buy Crime  

Now that the Council know more about the delivery of Smartwater and funds had 

been put in the budget the Council can make some decisions about the way forward. 

Some ideas and suggestions were needed as to areas that it could be given out in. 

RESOLVED that the Chairman would put together a poster / leaflet to be put through 

doors to gauge interest and take up.   

Further RESOLVED that the Clerk would contact Matthew Mead to find out how 

many houses are in the parish. 

 

157/2019 Shropshire Council  

• Environmental Maintenance Grants (EMG) 

Various areas were suggested for which the EMG could be used and it was 

RESOLVED that the Chairman fill in the relevant forms and return them to 

Shropshire Council. 

 

• How could Community-Led Housing benefit your parish? 

 

The Marches Centre for Community-Led Housing is an independent advice centre 

which provides expert advice on all aspects of community-led housing, including 

training, funding and support throughout every stage of the journey. Based in 

Herefordshire, the centre is now expanding its services into Shropshire and Telford & 

Wrekin, and to celebrate this expansion, they’re offering free places on a training 

course hosted by Shropshire Council at Shirehall in Shrewsbury. The course covers 

four modules over eight days, and will equip parishes with the knowledge they need 

to create their very own community-led housing development. 

RESOLVED that Members noted this information.                                                    5 



 

 

158/2019 Planning  

RESOLVED that Members considered the following planning applications and made 

the following comments: 

i) New Applications    

• 20/00319/AMP Acorn House 1 Halls Court Summerhouse Lane Longden  

Non-material amendment to planning application number 17/04534. To 

change the brick type for Plots 2 and 3 to the brick type used for Plot 1 which 

is Forterra Farmhouse Antique 

 

RESOLVED that Members noted this application. 

 

• 20/00130/AMP Yew Tree Cottage Annscroft  

Non-material amendment to planning application number 19/01633/FUL   

            RESOLVED that Members had no comments to make on this application. 

ii) Applications Withdrawn 

There were no withdrawn applications. 

iii) Applications Granted 

RESOLVED that Members noted that the following planning applications have been 

granted: 

• Silverton, Lyth Hill, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 0BS 

 Erection of a single storey extension to the rear 

 

• 19/05514/DIS Plots 1, 2 And 3 Hall Court Summerhouse Lane Longden 

Discharge of Condition 5 (Roof Tiles) for Plots 1, 2 and 3 associated with 

planning application number 17/04534/VAR   

 

• 19/05111/DIS Proposed Dwelling To The South Of Longden Common 

Discharge of Condition 3 (Materials roofing/external walls)) associated with 

planning application number 19/00572/REM   

iii) Applications Refused 

There were no refused applications. 

iv) Enforcement Action requested by the Parish Council 

There was no enforcement action requested by the Parish Council. 

v) Any other planning matters 

 RESOLVED that: 

• Members noted that work has been started on  a house at Cheney Plough  

even though planning permission has not been started                                                       
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• The Appeal at the Tankerville Arms has been refused 

• The Rectory Appeal is still live and that the Chairman has sent in the 

representation that reinforced our position and that he had previously 

circulated this to Councillors. All residents need to be made aware of this 

issue 

• The Manor Lane Appeal has just started and the Chairman is receiving 

guidance for the representation that is needed to strengthen our views for the 

inspector and he will ensure that this is received by the deadline 

• A local resident had asked for a meeting about the Local Plan Review 

however it was considered too early now and a better time would be during 

June or July when the consultation is live 

• There is a planning appeal lodged for Stapleton Grange at Lower Common – 

at the back of the Vinnalls 

Councillors made decisions and recommendations with the information known 

at the time of the meeting 

159/2019Highway Matters 

Members raised the following highway matters for consideration 

• Potholes are to be reported in Red Hill Drive, Railway Bridge in Red Hill, Long 

Lane, Wellmead Junction and many other locations where the holes are now 

huge 

• The quiet sign has been reinstated at Exfords Bridge 

 

160/2019Finance 

RESOLVED that Members approved and noted the following: 

i) Schedule of accounts due for payment  

 

A. Wilson salary £416.34 

HMRC £104.20 

ii) Council to receive Bank Account reconciliation – not available due to 
difficulties with online banking and only statement coming by post. The 
Clerk was asked to chase this up. 

 
iii) Council to approve any payments received after agenda has been sent out 

– there were none 
 

iv) Council to approve any payments made in between meetings 
 

N power £396.411 
 

v) Details of expenditure year to date – circulated to Members at the meeting 
 

vi) Comparative Electricity Costs 



 

 

The Clerk had been asked to find out the comparative costs of electricity following 

the installation of modern street lighting:  
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2016/2017   £2741.72 

2017/2018   £2740.00          (new lights installed in this year at a cost of £17938.08) 

2018/2019   £908.33 

2019/2020   £2090.69          (up to 13th January 2020)   

RESOLVED that the Clerk would look at each individual Npower invoice and check 

that the correct amount had been charged and which months the invoices cover. The 

Clerk was asked to enquire about a different cheaper supplier. 

 

161/2019 Play Areas 

• There was not a lot to report but he was concerned about the lack of 

bin emptying on Annscroft and Longden 

 

• RESOLVED that Members agree the following: 

Cost for moss removal will be £65 (this is the same price as 2 years ago when it was 

last treated).This will cover scraping the thick areas of moss around the MUGA 

fenced area and then spraying the area with MCC Pro to a 1-4 dilution . 

 

162/2019 Communications and Correspondence 

RESOLVED to note that the following had been circulated to Members since the 

January Parish Council meeting: 

• Yew Tree Cottage Vron Gate Temporary Road Closure 

• Black Lion Barn Church Pulverbatch Temporary Road Closure 

• The Rural Bulletin 7th January 2020 

• SNT Newsletter 

• Latest news form the ICO 

• Shropshire Council Place Plans 

• West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner – media release – get involved 

with the Police Budget 

• Buckingham Palace Garden Party invite 

• Monday news in brief January 13th 

• Invitation to get involved in Community Solar in Shropshire 

• February Climate Change Workshop 

• Pound Lane Hanwood Temporary Road Closure 

• Shrewsbury VE Day Celebrations Temporary Road Closure 

• Community Led Housing Training 



 

 

• Urgent Road Closure Beriton Condover 

• Is your community VE Day ready? 

• North and Central Highways Division Management Changes 
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• Information on Cover Emergency Response Service 

• Press Release – Human Library 

• Rousehill Shrewsbury Temporary Road Closure 

• Early Help Update 2020 

• How could community led housing benefit your parish? 

• SALC Training Programme 

• The Rural Bulletin 29th January 2020 

• St Volunteers Day – Recruitment Fair  

 

163/2019 Parish Matters 

Members considered any matters relating to the parish 

i) Local Plan Review 

There would be no consultation meeting held until June or July when the 

consultation period would be taking place. The Chairman would e mail a resident 

and inform them of this. 

ii) Standing Orders  

The Clerk distributed adopted versions of the Standing Orders, Terms of 

Reference for the HR Committee and Terms of Reference of the Finance 

Committee. 

iii) Annscroft bus shelter  

 

Members considered the proposal from Councillors Carter, Whittall, Lovegrove and 

Evans with regard to a replacement bus shelter in Annscroft. 

RESOLVED that the Council purchase sheets of 4mm thick polycarbonate to put full 

length in the bus shelter.  

 

iv) Personnel Committee meeting 

RESOLVED that: 

• Members would agree a date and time for the initial meeting of the Personnel 

Committee in the near future.  

• Members noted that the Clerk had a contract of employment 

 

v) Tree Wardens 



 

 

Two members of the Parish had taken over the Tree Categorising in the parish and it 

was suggested that at the next Parish Council meeting they became Tee Wardens. 

 

 

 

164/2019 Date and time of next meeting. 

RESOLVED to note that: 

• There will be a meeting of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 18th 

February 2020 at 11 a.m. in Longden Village Hall  

 

• The date of the next meeting of Longden Parish Council will be held on 

Wednesday 4th March 2020 in Longden Village Hall. 

 

165/2019 Exclusion of Public and Press 

RESOLVED That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be 

temporarily excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw, due to the nature of the 

business about to be transacted which is considered to be prejudicial to the public 

interest 

COMMITTEE IN PRIVATE SESSION 

 

166/2019 Enforcement Action 

RESOLVED that Members noted the following enforcement action is being taken: 

Caravans at Land opposite Longden Wood Cottages, Long Lane, Longden,  
Alleged breach of Planning Control in relation to the siting of 2 caravans for 
residential use 
 
 
 
Name ………………………………………………….. Date ……………………………… 
 
                  Chairman 


