


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Meeting of Longden Parish Council held on Wednesday 1st September 2021 at 7.30 pm in Longden Village Hall

Present:  Cllr. Paul Carter – Chairman
                Cllr. R Evans – Vice chairman
                Cllr. Mrs K Lovegrove
                Cllr. C Rigby
	     Cllr. K Roberts
	     Cllr. J Whysall 

Also present: Caroline Higgins: Parish Clerk
                        
35/2021 Chairman’s Welcome
The Chairman welcomed those attending and informed members of a cyberattack which had affected his email accounts.  

36/2021 Apologies
The Council noted the apologies of Councillors P Arnold ; N Evans and C Roberts

37/2021 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest
None declared in addition to those recorded on their submitted Pecuniary Interests forms.

38/2021 Minutes
The Council reviewed the draft minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 7th July 2021 and RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a true record.

39/2021 Committee Minutes
The Council reviewed the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 11th August 2021 and RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a true record.

40/2021 Public Participation
There were no members of the public present.

41/2021 Reports

41.1	Clerk’s Report – The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council planned to review parish boundaries and encouraged parish councils to consider any anomalies that might need to be changed.  It was noted that CIL distribution made such reviews significant as Neighbourhood Funds are issued to the parish in which housing is delivered rather than the area where infrastructure is required.  It was not felt that there was a need to review Longden parish boundaries at this point.

It was also reported that a review of the planning enforcement team at Shropshire Council was underway, with new staff having been recently appointed.  They were seeking feedback on issues and a meeting with Clerks had been arranged.  The Clerk would raise the concerns about poor feedback at a meeting on 8th Sept. 

The Council noted that the next meeting of the SALC Area Committee was scheduled for Wednesday 8th September at 6:00pm.

41.2 	Chairman’s Report – The Chairman reported he and Cllr R Evans had met with the Community Speedwatch co-ordinator and an officer from Shropshire Highways to discuss the traffic speeds through Longden Common.  Shropshire Council had agreed to install automatic traffic counters.

The Chairman also reported on the imminent temporary closure of the Post Office in Longden which would impact on the points allocation for designation as a Community Hub in the emerging Local Plan.  He had asked a local planning consultant to write to Shropshire Council to request an urgent amendment to the calculation before submission of the Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate.

41.3	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr R Evans gave the following update on the activities of Shropshire Council since the previous meeting:
· Local Plan Review – Draft plan adopted by Shropshire Council Cabinet in July.  It will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate imminently.
· Investment in Highways has increased by £15M, (saved from other budgets).  Shropshire Council will also sell advertising on roundabouts to raise additional revenue.
· Diversions are being scrutinised due to problems and the costs of maintaining traffic lights over long periods.
· Ironbridge Power Station development has been refused planning permission due to the low provision of affordable housing (5% offered, 20% requested)
· An additional wheelie bin can now be requested by residents in addition to the existing recycling boxes, to reduce the issue of litter blowing out.  Cllr Rigby complemented the work of the bin men working at Lyth Hill
· Cllr R Evans attended a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner where he raised the concern that police reports are no longer split by parishes.
· Shrewsbury High Street will no longer be closed to traffic from today.

41.4 	Councillors’ Reports
· Cllr P Carter reported he had requested police speed checks be undertaken through each of the villages.
· Cllr P Carter raised a concern about speeding through Longden village (as set out in a letter shared with members).  It was agreed to discuss the issues of traffic safety and possible solutions at the October meeting, particularly with reference to school drop off and pick up times
· Cllr K Lovegrove reported that the Longden Village Hall Committee will leave the car park unlocked to enable parents to park there and walk their children to school.  This would help to relieve the parking problems along Plealey Lane but the lack of a footpath or safe crossing point from the village hall side was a concern.
· Cllr C Roberts had also been seeking quotations for noticeboards but had not yet found one at a suitable price so would make further enquiries.
· Cllr K Lovegrove expressed the concerns of landowners about the locations of Airband poles and the potential interference with trees.  Cllr R Evans repeated the assurances of the contractors that the trees would be unaffected by the cables.  Cllr C Rigby expressed concern at the slow pace of works by Airband.
· Cllr K Lovegrove reported that SWS (a small local website business) had been taken over by another company.
· Cllr C Rigby expressed concern about the slow repair work on the highway at Annscroft and suggested Shropshire Council supervision of contractors is ineffectual.

42/2021 Planning 

42.1	The Council considered the following planning applications validated since the publication of the agenda:
· 21/03736/VAR: Freshwinds, Lyth Bank – Erection of a two-storey extension; change of balcony size.
It was noted that that this application was of little impact and RESOLVED unanimously to make no objection.
· 21/03935/FUL: Park Cottage, Longden Road – Single storey extension; it was agreed that members had not had sufficient opportunity to examine this application and it was therefore RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerk to submit appropriate comments following consultation with members outside the meeting.
42. 2	Planning Decisions – None
42.3	Neighbourhood Planning – In light of the Local Plan Review, the Council was invited to consider whether it would be beneficial to develop a Neighbourhood Plan, which would have legal weight with respect to planning applications in the area. It was agreed to add this item to the October agenda and to seek information about available grants and professional consultants.

43/2021	Play Areas

43.1	Riparian Responsibilities, Annscroft – The Council noted the report recommending the boundary ditch be cleared when access could be gained from the neighbouring field.  It was agreed that three written quotations would be obtained from local contractors and access permission sought by Cllr K Lovegrove in consultation with the Clerk. (Action Cllr K Lovegrove)

43.2	Picnic Bench, Annscroft – Cllr Lovegrove detailed four quotations for recycled picnic benches.  It was RESOLVED to order a 2.00m bench at the cost of £429 plus fixings which would accommodate a wheelchair or buggy.  It was also agreed to locate the bench on the base of the MUGA which would avoid the need for a new concrete pad.  If the bench is in stock it would be ordered for delivery by October.  Otherwise, it will be ordered for delivery in early spring 2022.  Cllr Lovegrove to ask a resident of Meadow Brook Cottages to receive the delivery to avoid double handling.   Action: Cllr K Lovegrove / Clerk

43.3 	Football Goals, Annscroft – It was noted that although not heavily used there was a preference to retain the goals.  It was then RESOLVED to renovate and paint the goals and to seek quotations from local contractors.  It was agreed that two quotations would suffice as the value of the work is small. Action:  Cllr K Lovegrove

43.4 	Entrance Ramps, Longden Play Area – Cllr Lovegrove reported that the village hall committee planned to tarmac the car park which could potentially incorporate suitable ramps and she had therefore not sought quotes so far.  It was RESOLVED to defer any action until spring 2022 to allow time for the work to be done and review the situation before the Easter holidays. 

43.5 	Play Area Signage – The Clerk presented a sign design for approval which was amended slightly then approved.  A budget of £120.00 was approved for four signs in acrylic, mounted on a suitable backing board. Action: Clerk

44/2021 Finance

44.1 RESOLVED to ratify the following items of expenditure made under delegated authority since the previous meeting:				   £
· C Higgins (July Salary )  	      			    	   623.80	
· C Higgins (Aug Salary					   623.80
· Boyd Groundcare (June grass cutting at Annscroft) 	     98.00
· Southern Electric (July Street lighting)			   147.86 (direct debit)
· Southern Electric (Aug Street lighting)  		 	   157.03 (direct debit)

44.2 RESOLVED to authorise the following payments using BACS transfer 
· Boyd Groundcare (July grass cutting, Annscroft)  	   98.00
· C Higgins (June / July expenses)				   12.70
· SALC Training – Neighbourhood Planning		   75.00

44.3 It was NOTED that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been approved by the external auditor and copies of the signed certificate displayed within the parish.  It was RESOLVED to authorise the following payments received after publication of the agenda 
·  PFK Littlejohn – External Audit Fee			 240.00

44.4 RESOLVED to note the receipt of an Environmental Maintenance Grant of £587.00 from Shropshire Council

44.5 RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation presented by the Clerk.

44.6 RESOLVED to offer the unwanted filing cabinet on the WARP IT recycling service but to note there are a number of files and records held by the Chairman which require review and archiving or disposal.  It was agreed to bring a draft document retention policy to the next meeting for consideration.

44.7	Request for CIL Neighbourhood Fund – The Council considered a request presented by Cllr R Evans for a contribution towards the costs of providing a 5th classroom at Longden School.  The Council noted that they currently had £18,253 of unallocated CIL funds.  The Council RESOLVED to request further information about the total costs of the classroom so they could give the request full consideration at a future meeting.  Action Cllr R Evans – provide further information

At 9:30pm it was RESOLVED to lift standing orders to permit the remainder of the business on the agenda to be dealt with.

44.8	NOTED the changes to payment arrangements for Longden Common bus stop lease from Severn Trent.

45/2021 Street Lighting Electricity Contract - The Clerk reported she had received two quotes and was waiting for an updated Unmetered Supply Certificate to obtain a third quote.  It was noted that electricity quotes are only valid for short periods and it was RESOLVED unanimously to grant delegated authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman to select a supplier on the best terms available, taking account of price and service.
46/2021 Newsletter - The Council did not support the proposal to deliver a newsletter to properties but RESOLVED to publish an updated contacts list for display on noticeboards.  Cllr J Whysall proposed that the Council reviews how it engages with the community and it was RESOLVED to bring proposals to a future meeting for discussion.

47/2021 Defibrillator 
Cllr Lovegrove reported that Severn Trent are willing to provide an electricity supply at Lyth Hill but may not supply a defibrillator or cabinet.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr Lovegrove continues to progress the matter as fast as can be managed with Severn Trent.  

Cllr K Roberts reported that Cllr C Roberts had been in contact with Hillside Nursery.  The nursery was willing to host a defibrillator and electricity supply.  She was waiting to find out if they would also supply the unit and cabinet.

48/2021 Correspondence – 
The Clerk reported the following:
· Shropshire Council bus survey – available on line until 10 September
· Health Hub proposal – survey available until 23 September
· Hedgerow talks by CPRE – available for registration online

Cllr R Evans reported that he had received a report that the verges in Annscroft had not been cut.  It was noted that Shropshire Council had previously strimmed the verge opposite Rose Cottages and this area needed attention.  It was RESOLVED to consider the matter at the next meeting.

49/2021 Review Scheme of Delegation 

RESOLVED unanimously that the Parish Clerk shall continue to have delegated authority to make decisions on behalf of the Council in consultation with the Chairman until the next meeting of the Council in accordance with the approved Scheme of Delegation  

50/2021 Date of next meeting

RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 6th October 2021at 7.30pm at Longden Village Hall. 


The meeting closed at 9:50pm
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