	
	
	



Minutes of the meeting of Longden Parish Council held on Wednesday 4th October 2023 at 7.30 pm in Longden Village Hall

Present:
	Cllr. Paul Carter – Chairman
	Cllr. R Evans – Vice chair
	Cllr. P Arnold

	Cllr. N Evans

	Cllr K Lovegrove

	Cllr. C Rigby

	Cllr C Roberts
	Cllr K Roberts
	Cllr P Fotheringham (from 8:40pm)


             	 
      	     
Also present: Caroline Higgins, Clerk; 
                      
82/2023 	Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr P Carter opened the meeting and expressed disappointment that no members of the public were in attendance.

83/2023 	Public Participation – There were no members of the public present so the Chairman closed the public session.

84/2023	Apologies – Cllrs C Rigby and N Evans had given their apologies at the previous meeting and these were noted.

85/2023 	Declarations of Pecuniary Interest – None
.
86/2023 	Minutes - The Council unanimously RESOLVED to approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2023.

87/2023	Place Plan Projects – The updated list of place plan projects agreed at the previous meeting was still awaited.  

88/2023	Highways Safety Projects – 

88.1	Road safety projects for inclusion in 2024/25 budget – It was proposed that speed reduction measures in all the villages be included in the budget.

Cllr R Evans also reported that the VAS sign in Longden is not working (permanently showing red) however Shropshire Council has no record of it on their inventory and will not maintain it.  The Clerk was asked to check the parish council inventory and confirm whether it is owned by the parish.

Cllr P Arnold identified the road markings at Annscroft crossroads still needed repainting and the road surface at Manor Lane needs replacement.

88.2	Obscured road signs - It was resolved to collate a list of overgrown signs and request Shropshire Council clear them.  If they failed to do so, the council will approach Shrewsbury Town Council to request a cost to do the work.  Councillors to identify obscured signs in their local areas and inform the Clerk.

It was noted that the footpath post on Manor Lane was broken and that Cllr Lovegrove would report it to the Parish Paths Partnership.

89/2023	Defibrillators – 

89.1	It was noted that a leased defibrillator could not be supplied for use in an unheated cabinet and the combined cost to purchase a defibrillator in an insulated cabinet on a suitable mount would cost from £1,300 plus installation costs. It was noted that in very low temperatures the defibrillator might need to be temporarily decommissioned if the cabinet is unheated which was considered unacceptable.  It was agreed to re-visit the option to secure a power supply for a cabinet in Annscroft.

89.2	Costs and options - It was noted that the cost of consumables (batteries and pads) varied considerably and should be considered when selecting a defibrillator. The Chair offered to prepare a grant application to secure defibrillators for each village.  

89.3	The Council noted correspondence and considered a revised invoice from MEDUK amounting to about half the original cost.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the adjusted invoice of £398.40 for payment.

90/2023 	Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr P Arnold reported the questionnaire was further refined at the meeting on 1st October.  The next meeting will be held at the Tankerville Arms on 6th November from 7:30pm.

91/2023	Reports

91.1	Chair’s Report – The Chairman reported he had attended meetings with the Lyth Hill Advisory Group on 19th September, Parish Chairmen on 20th September and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on 1st October.  He had reported a broken village sign post in Longden Common.

92.2	Shropshire Councillor’s Report – Cllr R Evans reported on the following issues:
· Boundary Commission’s final report recommends no changes to Longden division but Shropshire Council starting to look at parish boundaries with a short time frame.  Not expecting any changes to the Longden parish boundaries to be recommended.
· Longden school invitation for councillors to attend official opening of Maple Class on 20th October.
· Longden school requires a new roof and enquired whether the parish council would contribute to the costs if matched by the Diocese?  The school would still require a substantial loan.
· School safety barrier being chased by Place Plan Officer
· 20mph school zone planned for 2024/25 programme.
· Rat infestation in Hook-a-gate being investigated by Environmental Health department.
· Error in budget papers commits Shropshire Council to contributing £95M for NorthWest Relief Road but comments in Prime Minister’s speech cancelling HS2 suggests the full cost will be met by central government.
· £2.00 single adult bus fare extended.
· A new on-demand bus service delayed to November.   A demonstration event is planned but no date yet known.
· Community Projects scheme to be launched by Shropshire Council on 11 October making £150,000 available to match community fundraising efforts.

 	92.3	Clerk’s Report - The Council noted the renewal of the streetlight electricity contract with SSE under delegated authority following invitations to tender to all suitable suppliers.  A summary of the rates quoted was shared with members.

Correspondence was noted on polling stations and the tree scheme from Shropshire Council and the creation of a new footpath route at The Oaks confirmed.  Cllr K Roberts, P Arnold and P Carter offered to join a working party to collect and plant new hedge quicks at Annscroft.  

	92.4	Councillors Reports – 

Cllr P Arnold reported that a former Councillor, D Shearer had recently died.

Cllr K Roberts reported that the owner of the Willows had recently cut back his hedge but it still obstructs visibility for pedestrians.  The Clerk will write to advise him of the ongoing issue and request a further cut.

Cllr Lovegrove reported a missing road sign for Plealey Lane.  Cllr Lovegrove to report on Fix My Street.

At 8:40pm Cllr P Fotheringham arrived.

93/2023	Planning 

Note:  Council decisions are based on the information available at the time of the meeting.  Members representing other bodies reserve the right to take new information into account and review their position should they be required to consider an application at a later date.

93.1	Planning Applications – 

93.1		23/03772/FUL Three Mile House, Hook-a-gate – Single storey front and two storey rear extensions. It was resolved to make no objections.

93.2		23/ 04143/FUL The Cottage, Lower Common – Stable block.  It was resolved to defer discussion to the next meeting to allow members an opportunity to familiarise themselves with the application.  	

93.3 	Planning Decisions – None
94/2023	Play Areas – 

94.1	The Clerk had been unable to secure any alternative suppliers’ quotes for the backboard so it was resolved to ask Ray Parry to refresh his quote.  

94.2	Longden play area signage still to be actioned.

94.3 	The Council noted that the ownership of Longden play area land is to be reviewed but this is not expected to impact on the lease held by the parish council.

95/2023	Finance

95.1	Electricity for Street lights – The Council noted details of two fixed price quotations which were almost identical in cost over a two-year period.  Other suppliers had declined to quote due to the small size of the contract or lack of capacity.  One supplier had offered an alternative (variable, capped) quote in addition to the compliant fixed quote but this was rejected as rates could not be confirmed until March 2024.  The Council noted that a two year fixed price contract had been renewed using delegated authority with SSE at an annual cost of £1,629.11* (please note corrected figure from that shown in clerk’s report, which was based on a 1 year fixed quote).

95.2	Payments for approval – The Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the following online payments:
									£
		
· Clerk’s salary (September)	  				744.61    		 
· HMRC (Sept tax deductions)				  39.64
· NEST Pension (Combined contributions)		 55.02 (Direct debit)
· Clerk’s expenses						£53.70 (inc £29.70 outstanding from May/June)
· Boyd’s Groundcare (September grass cutting)		108.00
· SSE (Street light electricity - September account)	103.09 (Direct debit)
· Cloudy IT (Oct invoice)					  82.92
· MedUK (Defibrillator parts – revised invoice)		398.40
· Clerk’s salary (October)					744.61
· HMRC (October deductions)				 39.64
· NEST (October pension contributions)			 55.02

						
95.3	Bank Reconciliation – The Council unanimously approved the bank reconciliation showing a balance of £102,011.45, including £50,000 in the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Account.

95.4	Review of Banking Arrangements – It was resolved to appoint Cllr P Arnold as the internal checker to enable Cllr R Evans to be added as a cheque signatory.

At 8:40pm Cllr Fotheringham arrived

95.5	Budget Preparation – Suggested budget headings included village gateways; replacement noticeboards; additional defibrillators and traffic calming measures through Longden and other villages, reflecting the Place Plan projects previously discussed.

95.6	Finance Committee Meeting – It was resolved that the next meeting of the Finance Committee would be held on 22 November at 2:00pm (subject to room availability).

96/2023	Review of Standing Orders – Deferred 

97/2023	Meeting dates– It was RESOLVED that the next meeting of the Full Council will be held on 1st November 2023.  

98/2023 	Exclusion of the Press and Public – In accordance with the Public Bodies, Admission to Meetings Act (1960) it was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the following discussions may reveal confidential or commercially sensitive information.

99/2023	Diocesan Land Transfer – No update available

100/2023	Lyth Hill Land Management – The Council noted a confidential report from the Lyth Hill Advisory Group confirming that public access to the lower meadow would be made available whilst maintaining a proportion of grazing land for use by the tenant consistent with the establishment of new vegetation.

The Council noted that the financial contribution by the parish council is not currently acknowledged on the interpretation boards at Lyth Hill.

The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
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