
LONGDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee of Longden Parish Council held on 

Wednesday 22nd November 2023 at 2pm at Longden Village Hall. 

Present: Cllr. C. Roberts - Chairman 
    Cllr. N. Evans  

                Cllr. P. Carter 
     Cllr. C. Rigby 
 
Also present: Caroline Higgins, Parish Clerk 
 

1FC/2023 Election of Chairman 

Cllr C Roberts opened the meeting and invited nominations for the Chairmanship.  It was 

unanimously resolved that Cllr Catherine Roberts be re-elected as Chairman of the Finance 

Committee. 

2FC/2023  Apologies for absence 

Cllr Roger Evans’ apologies were noted due to a clash of meetings. 

3FC/2023 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Paul Carter declared his interest in the Chairman’s allowance. 

4FC/2023  Public Question Time and Participation 

There were no members of the public present. 

5FC/2023 Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting – November 2022 

It was noted that the minutes of the previous meeting had been approved for accuracy by 

Full Council in December 2022 and the Chair signed them. 

6FC/2023 Budget 2024 – 2025 

i) To review the 2023 – 2024 forecasted receipts and payments report against the 

budget and identify any virements required to cover any projected overspent 

lines: 

 

It was RESOLVED to recommend the following budget virements within the 

Administration Cost Centre: 

 

Vire £335 from Code 4 Office Expenses to Code 22 Website 

Vire £500 from Code 24 Parish Plan to Code 46 Neighbourhood Plan  

 

ii) To consider the 2024 – 2025 Draft budget and make recommendations to the 

Parish Council: 

A draft budget was presented by the Clerk and considered by the Finance Committee on a 

line-by-line basis.  The following amendments were agreed: 



Cost Centre - Administration 

Increase Neighbourhood Plan budget from £300 to £500 to cover ad hoc expenditure not 

recoverable from Locality grant. 

Revised Administration Budget £5,687 

Cost Centre – Highways and Traffic Management  

It was recommended to maintain the traffic management budget at £5,000 to reflect the 

ongoing concerns of residents in the parish and to allocate any unspent balance from the 

current traffic management budget to the earmarked reserve for a traffic management 

project at the year end. 

Total Highways & Traffic Management budget £5,250 

Cost Centre – Play Area  

It was noted that an allowance would be required for ditch clearance and moss spraying in 

grounds maintenance which was left unchanged at £1,000. 

The Committee noted that the Annual Inspection report had identified restricted access for 

disabled people.  It was suggested that CIL Neighbourhood Funds might be spent on 

creating an accessible path from the gate to the play equipment.   

Cost Centre – Staff Costs 

New national pay scales noted and used for the salary budget. 

It was RESOLVED to increase the budget for Neighbourhood Plan Administration to £1,200 

to allow for some paid staff hours should no volunteer step forward.  

Revised Staff Costs budget  £10,658 

Cost Centre – Street Furniture 

Increase Code 33 litter bin budget to £500 to cover the cost of a new bin at Annscroft play 

area. 

Reduce Code 41 Street Furniture Repairs & Maintenance budget to £200  

Revised Street Furniture budget £1,900 

Cost Centre – Street lighting 

Increase Code 10 Street light electricity budget to £1700 to cover additional unmetered 

supply costs to heat a defibrillator cabinet. 

Revised Street Lighting Budget £4,052 

It was then RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to recommend a total expenditure budget of 

£39,903 to the Full Council for approval. 

 



7FC/2022 Precept Recommendation 

The Committee noted an estimated Income of £750 Environmental Maintenance Grant and 

Bank Interest of £500.00 (total £1,181) which should be offset against the expenditure 

budget.   

Expenditure budget  £39,903 

Less Income     £1,181 

Total Precept Required £38,653 

 

It was unanimously RESOLVED to recommend a Precept of £38,653 for the approval 

of Full Council. 

It was noted that inflation was currently running at 4.6% and the proposed Precept would 

equate to a 3% increase if the Tax Base remains unchanged.  The Tax Base is usually 

notified in December and will be reported to the January meeting. 

The meeting closed at 3:50pm 

Signed  .……………………………………………….. Date ……………………………….   

Chairman 

           


