Removal of streetlight from Hook-a-gate – Report to Council 1 November 2023
Background
On 6 October 2023 we received an instruction from Opereach to remove our light from the BT pole outside Hillside Nursery in Hook-a-gate as the pole had been condemned and for safety reasons needed to be removed as soon as possible.  They had no record of a formal agreement to connect the lamp to the post, (although this was not considered to be uncommon).  
In view of the urgency of the situation and in consultation with the Chairman, arrangements were made for our streetlight maintenance contractor to remove the lamp the same day and store it at their depot for future use.  UMSO have been informed that the light is temporarily out of use to reduce our unmetered supply certificate.  Openreach have already installed a new steel pole and have been asked whether our light could be fitted to it but have not yet responded.   (It is unlikely that permission would be granted).
Before the pole can be removed the power supply must be disconnected.  Our maintenance contractor is not permitted to remove the power supply as he is not a NERS accredited Independent Connection Provider (ICP).  National Grid has quoted for the disconnection, but I am seeking alternative quotations to transfer the connection to a new lighting column instead.  The lead time for the work will be 5-8 weeks as traffic management would be required.
There is very limited space for a new column due existing street furniture.  It is therefore recommended that the bench belonging to the parish council is removed to make space for a new column.  The following link shows the limited space available at the site.  
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pjnqEpcwLXtgGk7n6 
Cost Estimate and Funding
This work is unbudgeted so will need to be funded from general reserves, (currently £72,400).
Cost estimate:
Removal and storage of streetlight			£TBC
Excavate & cap off supply only				£1,039.27 
Or Transfer to new column (inc supply of new column)	£1,189.01 
Estimated total cost 					£1,300

Recommendations
That the Council gives retrospective approval for the removal of the light from the condemned pole.
That the Council authorises the removal of the bench and installs a new steel column adjacent to the condemned pole.
That the Council authorises the transfer of the existing supply to the new column and the reuse of the retained lantern.  
That the bench be refurbished and relocated to a suitable site within Hook-a-gate
