Site meeting at Annscroft Play Area – 6th August 2024
Five Councillors attended this site meeting which was also attended by an independent play area advisor/inspector to advise on replacement of the basketball backboard.  A member of the public who voluntarily keeps the play area tidy and empties the bin was also present and offered his insights with respect to dog exclusion orders.  
The volunteer requested a supply of bin liners as these are currently being supplied by residents.  He also requested the bin, which is buckled, be replaced with a covered bin to prevent it filling with water when it rains.  It is recommended that the Council approves a budget to replace the buckled bin with a hooded one that can be fixed to the ground, together with a supply of liners.  Eg. Eco Recycled Hooded Top Litter Bin - 90 Litre - Kingfisher Direct Ltd
Basketball Backboards - The existing basketball backboards were measured as 42” x 42” (100 x 100cm).  A regulation basketball backboard should measure 72” x 48” for tournaments but our MUGA does not meet other minimum standards for tournaments so a practice board would be appropriate.  These would be less cumbersome to install than full size boards.
Recommendation:
Purchase 2 No practice backboards (47” x 35” x 20mm) at delivered cost of £203.28 & VAT
Alternatively, purchase 2 No full-size backboards (72” x 42” x 20mm) – cost £360.00 & VAT

Installation – This could be undertaken by volunteers but would require the hire of a scaffold tower and angle grinder (Approximate cost £200).  A minimum of two volunteers would be needed.  Local contractors have been approached for installation quotes and these will be presented at the meeting if available.
Dog Exclusion – It was noted that there are currently no dog exclusion signs on display and there were no signs of any dog mess or litter on the field.  It was noted that the volunteers who currently help to keep the site clean are all dog owners who may not be willing to continue if their dogs are not allowed to be exercised on the field.  It was suggested that the play equipment be fenced to allow dogs to be exercised on the rest of the field.  This might require one piece of play equipment to be moved.  Enquiries are being made about second-hand fencing that may be available from Telford & Wrekin BC.  Alternatively, this could be included with a grant application to the Open Spaces Grant Fund when it becomes available.
Open Spaces Grant – This fund has not yet opened and no date has been announced for it to do so.  (It is notable that since the grant was advertised, there has been a change of government, so policies may have changed, and there is no guarantee the grant will open as described).
