Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 17 – 7th October 2024 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Present: P Carter, K Lovegrove, N Ingham, P McDonald, H Kent, Jonathan Lovegrove, R Evans, C Higgins
2. Apologies: E Pierce-Jenkins, J Ingham, Jos Lovegrove, W Sheffield, P Arnold
3. Chairman – In the absence of the Chairman, P Carter took the Chair.
4. Notes of meeting held 2nd September 2024 – The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.
5. Planning Consultant Visit – Dave Chetwyn, of Urban Vision Enterprises visited the parish on 12 September and met with several members of the group.  He was given a tour of the parish and an overview of the key issues.  He has since joined a meeting with Shropshire Council to discuss housing allocations and the proposed development boundary and has prepared a draft ‘policy map’ and indicative timetable for approval.  (This has been circulated to all steering group members and comments on the policy map before the next meeting are encouraged).  The timetable indicates the plan can be ready for Regulation 14 consultation by June 2025 with the final submission version to be approved by November/December 2025.  
6. Housing Needs Assessment – A report detailing the scope and timetable of the AECOM Housing Needs Assessment was noted.  A draft report for approval is expected before Christmas.  The report will encompass three sections: 
a. Review of local plan policies, analysis of the type and size of housing based on 2021 Census, demographic changes and occupancy levels to determine an ‘ideal’ size mix for new developments.
b. Analysis of affordability of housing, types and percentage of affordable housing required, eligibility for affordable housing, registered housing need.
c. Specialist housing to accommodate the needs of older people or those with disabilities.
7. Shropshire Council – Meeting held with planners on 4th Oct 2024.  They explained the difference between parish housing requirements (to be confirmed by Housing Needs Assessment) and SC housing allocation for the Community Hub of Longden, which may differ and may be altered following the Stage Two examination of the draft Local Plan.  SC has agreed to provide a parish wide housing requirement figure, which the NP will need to meet.  The NP will also need to meet the final housing allocation for the Community Hub to be compliant with the Local Plan.  If there is a justified proposal to alter the proposed Longden development boundary to accommodate the housing allocation, this would be considered by Shropshire Council.  SC agreed to provide a list of houses which count towards the 50 allocation but would use their professional judgement to assess future developments outside, but close to the settlement boundary as to whether these would count against the allocation. Monthly meetings to be arranged with planners.
8. Questionnaire results – Summary of responses reviewed and noted.  A larger scale map showing the grid lines to be shared with committee members to enable better appreciation of the suggestions for housing development sites.  (Action CH).  A copy of the comments has been shared with the planning consultant and considered in preparing the draft policy map.
9. Questionnaire Prize Draw – As some completed survey forms are still with volunteers, the draw was deferred.  All completed survey forms to be returned to the Clerk as soon as possible.  Online questionnaire still open so residents can still submit responses. (KL to remind contacts that online survey still open).
10. Engagement with Stakeholders – Reports on progress and next steps.  
a. Schools and young people – J Ingham had spoken to head teacher of Longden School.  Noted new housing typically generates requirement for new primary school places at 25% per house so 24 houses would require 6 primary school places.  There is currently no spare capacity, but the catchment could be adjusted to allow priority to local children.
b. Hard to reach groups – Key questions need to identify any unmet housing needs, (household size, accessibility, affordability etc).  Letter to be drafted to share on social media and community groups to encourage input from hard-to-reach groups. (Facebook and website).  Also approach members of each group within the community.  Online survey to remain open.
i. Low income
ii. Disabled people - 
iii. Elderly people
iv. Ethnic minorities 
v. LGBTQ+ 
vi. Faith groups – P Carter approached members of the Catholic community and encouraged them to complete household surveys
vii. Single parents
c. Businesses – N Ingham to draft a letter for businesses, for approval of Steering Group.  Letter to focus on plans for/limitations on business expansion and sustainability, rural/agricultural diversification, need for infrastructure to support enterprise and flexible workspace.  CH to provide list of businesses but this may be out of date.  
d. Climate action groups / Shropshire Hills Landscape Trust / building conservation trusts – N Ingham stated that national target for Biodiversity Net Gain is 10% but a rural village target could be higher as it has greater capacity than urban areas, (suggested 20% BNG)
e. Others – P Carter has approached Snowdrop Group, (women’s group) to encourage completion of surveys.
11. Date of next meeting –4 November 2024 - Agenda to include;
a. Identification of sites which can accommodate development to meet identified need
b. Identification of Local Green Spaces.  P McD to start to complete LGS template assessments for key sites, (recreation areas, churchyards, etc).  Land owners will need to be identified and contacted.
c. Climate action objectives
d. Letters to businesses and hard-to-reach groups
12. The meeting closed at 9:10pm


