Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 18 – 4th November 2024 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Present and apologies 
a. Present – P Arnold, (Chair), P Carter, K Lovegrove, Jos Lovegrove, P McDonald, J Ingham, W Sheffield, H Kent, Jonathan Lovegrove, C Higgins
b. Apologies – R Evans, N Ingham
2. Notes of meeting held 7th October 2024 (attached)
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Noted list of properties contributing towards the Community Hub housing target of 50 between 2016/17 – 2022/23 (25 completions in total). It was observed that one property is a considerable distance from Longden development boundary in contradiction of SC policy of proximity.  (CH to confirm with SC that the list relates to Longden village rather than Longden parish, as stated).
Shropshire Council has acknowledged that the housing target for the Community Hub detailed above may not match with the housing need identified by the Housing Needs Assessment for the whole parish, but both targets will need to be met by the Neighbourhood Plan.  
The Stage 2 hearings for the Draft Local Plan have been cancelled due to serious concerns about the soundness of the plan.  This is likely to significantly delay the adoption of the new plan, meaning our NP will need to be compliant with the current SAM.Dev plan.
b. Liaison meetings with Shropshire Council on Teams – Every four weeks from 13th November at 2pm.  All welcome to join.
4. Policy Mapping – The recommendation that the engagement report be amended to remove the scoring system was accepted as the questions were not based on clearly defined criteria.  It was agreed to discuss criteria for selection of housing sites at the next meeting and to take advice on how to consult with the community on the criteria.  It may be appropriate to propose a revised development boundary to ensure the required housing numbers can be accommodated within Longden.
5. Green development guidance note –A draft note on green design to be attached to the design policy was reviewed and approved.
6. Local Green Space – 
a. A list of suggested green spaces was reviewed against the national criteria for Local Green Space designation.  Highways cannot be designated as Local Green Spaces, but the character of rural lanes will be protected by other policies.  
b. Suitable sites were identified for further investigation and were shared between volunteers for full assessment.  (CH provided base maps after the meeting).
7. Engagement with Businesses – A draft invitation to businesses inviting them to participate in an online survey was agreed.  It was agreed that the email should come from the parish council rather than an individual member of the steering committee.  (CH to create survey and distribute to known businesses)
8. Questionnaire Prize Draw – A winner was drawn from those entering the prize draw and they will be contacted by CH to arrange payment of the £50 prize
9. Date of next meeting –2 December 2024 at 7:30pm– Red Lion PH

The meeting closed at 9:05pm

