Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 19 – 2nd December 2024 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm (Note – room unavailable so meeting held at Bitterley Cottage, Longden Common)
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present – P Arnold (chair); P Carter; H Kent; Jonathan & Karen Lovegrove; W Sheffield; Jackie & Nigel Ingham; P McDonald; C Higgins
b. Apologies – Jos Lovegrove; E Pierce-Jenkins; R Evans
2. Notes of meeting held 4th November 2024 were approved as an accurate record
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Summary of meeting held 13th November 24. C Higgins summarised discussion including existing provision of affordable housing and hidden demand.  
b. Next liaison meeting with Shropshire Council at 10am Tuesday 10th December – Teams invitation already issued.  Expecting to receive draft Housing Needs Assessment report from AECOM for discussion and receive an update on Shropshire Local Plan from SC.
4. Policy Draft – The draft policies prepared by Urban Enterprises were reviewed and the following amendments suggested:
a. 1.2 Status of the Plan – 2035 agreed
b. 2.2.1 Community and Stakeholder Engagement – add public meeting; business survey; approaches to hard to reach community groups and primary school
c. Policy L1 Housing - The document needs to clearly state throughout where it is referring to the parish of Longden as opposed to the village of Longden, to avoid confusion.
i. L1 Interpretation – The 80% affordable minimum provision referred to in the interpretation did not meet with support.  50% minimum was suggested.  The need to ensure that affordable housing is offered to people with a strong local connection to the parish was strongly supported as there is currently little or no requirement for a local connection for the existing social housing within the parish.  
ii. Exception sites – policy suggested to ensure exception sites are not allowed to coalesce.  Preference to limit the size of each development site, (say 12 houses)? Also supportive of retaining affordable housing in perpetuity. (Reference made to policy HOU2 in Condover NP). 
iii. Policy suggested to ensure developers cannot establish principle of development for an affordable exception site at outline planning then seek to change to market housing at detailed planning stage.
iv. Group queried whether the plan could specify a minimum level of affordable housing provision if the site is within the development boundary (either as proposed or amended)?
v. ‘Significant sprawl’ open to interpretation – suggest clarify in interpretation
d. Policy L2  Employment – No comments
e. Policy L3 Community Facilities - No comments
f. Policy L4 Design & Character – 
i. Suggested additional policy 1 e. ‘The orientation of new buildings shall be arranged as far as possible to maintain the views from existing buildings’
ii. Suggested deletion of Item 3 c. (reference to Longden Manor Estate). Possibly replace with reference to the agricultural community?  Also remove reference to Longden Manor Farm on p21 (Alternative reference to parkland as in Gillespies report)?
iii. Suggested addition to L4. 4.  …..and minimise negative impact on skylines.
g. Policy L5 Environmental Impacts  - No comments
h. Policy L6 Movement and Active Travel – 
i. Queried reference to Guidance on Highways Works, Chapter 5 in policy L6 4 – What does Chapter 5 relate to?  Should this be explicitly stated?
ii. L6 1 b. Suggested add … accessibility for all abilities (wheelchairs/pushchairs) etc
i. Policy L7 Local Green Spaces – See below

5. Local Green Space – Generally assessments are looking at the right issues but need more details and photographs.  All assessments will need to be collated in a single document.
a. School unhappy with assessment of playing field so revised version prepared reflecting access to public footpath only.
b. CH to check if suggested sites are designated as Highway verges (Longden Crossroads; Longden Common)
6. Engagement with Businesses – CH to share spreadsheet listing of businesses for Steering group members to add any known email addresses.  Survey to be distributed in New Year.
7. Date of next meeting –13 January 2025.  Room to be booked at Red Lion PH in advance.
