Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 20 – 13th January 2025 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Attendance 
a. Present – P Arnold, (Chair), P Carter, K Lovegrove, W Sheffield, N Ingham, P McDonald, H Kent, Jonathan Lovegrove, C Higgins, Jos Lovegrove, R Evans (from 8pm)
b. Apologies – J Ingham
2. Notes of meeting held 2nd December 2024 - agreed
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Summary of meeting held 10th December 24.  Written summary circulated with the agenda was noted
b. Date of next liaison meeting – 1:30pm, Tuesday 14th January 2025 All welcome – Teams link to be sent to all
4. Housing Needs Assessment – 
a. To review and comment on draft Housing Needs Assessment – The draft comments circulated with the agenda were approved for submission to AECOM.
b. It was noted that AECOM consider it to be Shropshire Council’s responsibility to define the housing need for the whole Neighbourhood Plan area.  SC do not have an up to date Housing Need Assessment based on parish boundaries.  Their allocation is an approximate number to fit with the size of the existing settlement of Longden village.
5. Policy Draft – 
a. The revisions to the draft policies prepared by Urban Enterprises (V1.4) were reviewed.  
i. Paragraph 2.4.2 requires amendment to confirm SAM.Dev allocated a housing guideline of 50 houses for the parish of Longden during the plan period.  It was noted this guideline had already been exceeded.
ii. Policies to restrict incremental development would be beneficial
iii. National Cyle Route passes through parish but this is not a cycle path.  Amend wording accordingly.
b. The list of key planning issues identified from the community engagement was reviewed.  
i. Clarity on the definition of highway viability was preferred.  It was noted that this could relate to either the road capacity or site access, or both.
c. It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan period should be aligned with the end date of the emerging Local Plan which is currently 13 years.
d. The draft criteria for selection of potential housing sites were approved as a basis for consultation with the community.  It was agreed that any call for sites would be restricted to the immediate vicinity of the built settlement and would be advertised to all interested parties.  Seek clarity as to whether we could identify settlement boundaries for other villages?
e. Agreed to arrange a consultation drop-in event at the village hall to which landowners and residents would be invited.  Members of the steering committee to be in attendance during the day to answer questions and take notes.  (Note – Village hall unavailable on 26th Feb –Thursday 27th February provisionally booked, 8:30 -  19:30).  It was agreed to create a banner to advertise the event.

At 8pm R Evans arrived.  He reported that Shropshire Council had received a letter from the Planning Inspectors requiring substantial changes to the emerging Local Plan.  A draft response to the letter will be published on 5th February.  It was agreed to postpone the next meeting until after that report is published.  Need to clarify what our Neighbourhood Plan will be assessed against.
6. Local Green Space – Defer to next meeting 
7. Engagement with Businesses – Defer to next meeting.
8. Date of next meeting –10th February 2025 
