Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 21 – 10th February 2025 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Attendance –
a. Present: P Arnold, Chair, N Ingham, L & A Brayne, C Higgins, P Carter, H Kent, K and Jos Lovegrove, R Evans, (from 8:30)
b. Apologies: P McDonald, J Ingham, W Sheffield, Jonathan Lovegrove
2. Notes of meeting held 13th January 2025 – N Ingham commented that he had raised the issue of incremental development and suggested definition of the word ‘significant’ within the draft policy document.  This was noted and it was confirmed the comments had been passed to the planning consultant.
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Summary of meeting held Wednesday 15th January 2025 – CH summarised the discussion which had focused on the impact of the delay to the Local Plan Review and a practical approach to identifying the housing needs of the parish as compared to the settlement of Longden.
b. To review the proposed response of Shropshire Council to Planning Inspector’s letter and the impact on the 5-year land supply – Noted the report to SC Cabinet which proposes to attempt to make some of the adjustments requested to allocations but seeks to keep to the 13-year plan period rather than extend the plan period to 15 years.  (R Evans expanded on this upon arrival).
c. Date of next liaison meeting – 19th February 2025 at 1:30pm
4. Housing Needs Assessment – 
a. To note the final Housing Needs Assessment and response to our comments – NI observed that AECOM’s comments that potential demand for affordable housing may not match the capacity of the parish to deliver it was helpful.
b. To receive a report on a short meeting with AECOM to request a Housing Needs Assessment figure – 22 January 2025 – CH reported AECOM had been made aware of the capacity issues of SC and agreed to take a pragmatic approach to identifying a parish-wide housing need assessment.
5. Policy Draft – 
a. To review updated policies prepared by Urban Enterprises (V1.5 attached).  
i. 2.1.1. Change location description to show Longden Parish as 5 miles SW of Shrewsbury.
ii. Remove reference to public toilet need as this was only requested in one response to community engagement survey.
iii. Maps and sketches of acceptable housing designs still required (Action CH and NI)
6. Consultation drop-in event - Hall booked 27th February, 8:30 – 6:30pm.  Hall booked to another group from 7pm.  CH to bring multiple copies of draft criteria with space for comments; Maps of identified sites to be requested from SC;  AB to provide display boards; KL to provide tea & coffee; P A to bring pull-up banner; PC to arrange printing of stickers to enable reuse of original consultation banner and to install in centre of village to advertise the event; CH to create social media post and share draft with group before publishing; CH to invite representative of Diocese of Hereford and Wildes; KL to invite local landowners from perimeter of Longden village.

 Volunteers agreed to attend two-hour shifts throughout the day: 
HK & KL 	8:30 – 10:30
NI & JI		10:30-12:30
PC & AB	12:30-14:30
CH & LB & RE	14:30-16:30
PA & KL		16:30-18:30	

Feedback to be discussed at next meeting
7. Local Green Space – Requires further consultation with landowners to ensure appropriate land use is not prevented by LGS designation. 
8. Engagement with Businesses – KL continuing to identify email addresses for distribution of survey. 
9. Date of next meeting –3rd March 2025 
Meeting closed 9:05pm
