Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 23 – 7th April 2025 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Notes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present: P Arnold, Chair, P Carter, P McDonald, K Lovegrove, Jonathan Lovegrove, H Kent, C Higgins
b. Apologies:  N & J Ingham, Jos Lovegrove, W Sheffield
2. Notes of meeting held 3rd March 2025 agreed, with addition of apologies from Jos Lovegrove
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Notes of liaison meeting held Wednesday 19th March 2025 were reviewed.  SC continue to be supportive of our NP despite the withdrawal of the draft Local Plan.  They have offered mapping support for any sites being considered but these are not yet available. An initial approach from a local land agent had not been followed up with a proposed site.
b. Date of next liaison meeting – 16th April 2025 at 1:30pm via Teams
4. Site Assessment Consultation– 
a. To review comments and confirm or amend site assessment criteria – The criteria had been positively received with flooding being the issue receiving the most comments.  CH will input written responses onto a spreadsheet although most visitors made only verbal comments that were recorded by volunteers.
b. Draft press release from drop-in and invitation to submit sites for assessment - P Carter agreed to prepare a draft press release detailing progress on the NP to date and including a clear ‘call for sites’.  This will be published on social media as well as being sent directly to known landowners and agents.
5. Project timetable – A site assessment meeting will be held on 21 May and the next NP meeting deferred until 2nd June.  
6. Housing Site Assessment and Allocation – 
a. To set up a working party to assess sites against agreed criteria – P McDonald, N Ingham, J Lovegrove, P Carter, P Arnold. CH to request a good quality base map of Longden from SC.
b. To arrange a meeting with the Planning Consultant (either face to face or by Teams) to discuss site allocations. (Daytime, face-to-face meeting suggested to allow consultant to visit potential sites before advising on allocations).  Estimated costs £250 – CH to check DC availability for 21 May.
7. Locality Grant – To approve End of Grant reports for 2024-25 grants and note any unspent funding that will need to be repaid.  (Deferred) 
8. Local Green Space – As a trustee of the village hall land Jonathan Lovegrove expressed reluctance to allow the village hall playing fields to be designated as a Local Green Space.  A new trust deed is being prepared to clarify the protection of the land for community use.
9. Engagement with Businesses – To identify email addresses for distribution of survey. (Defer)
10. Date of next meeting –2nd June 2025 after Site Allocations meeting 
