Meeting Minutes
Project: National Grid – Bayston Hill to Malehurst Bank 33kV Circuit Installation 
Date: 12 March 2026 
Time: 11:00 
Location: Shropshire Council Depot, Longden Lane
Attendees
· Cllr Nick Hignett
· Cllr Roger Evans
· Dan Green
· Andrew Beale
· Tom Walker
· Peter Dicesare
· Katie Cowans

Agenda
1.0 Scope of works

OCU Group are undertaking works on behalf of National Grid to carryout electricity network upgrade by installing a single circuit 33kv with telecoms and associated chambers from Bayston Hill substation on Pulley Lane to Malehurst Bank Substation on Malehurst Bank.
OCU will be responsible for the full installation and jointing works. The route is approximately 12.5km in length and will involve open‑cut trenching, duct installation, and the construction of joint bays every 500m and associated chambers at intervals of 300m
 The works will include:
· Excavation to a typical trench depth of 1.1m and Width of 400mm
· Installation of 1 x 200mm electric duct and 1 x 96mm telecoms duct
· Construction of joint bays measuring approximately 4m x 2m after initial the duct instal along whole length of route.
· Reinstatement in accordance with local authority and HAUC specifications
· Traffic management and road closures along the route where required
· Programmed for 35m of excavation per day 
· 2 Teams working at different locations 
· Cross country option was discussed. National Grid confirmed that due to multiple wayleaves being required and access for future maintenance, this would not be a viable option.

OCU have already completed trial holes to confirm existing utility positions and ground conditions, and we are proposing to commence main works in April 2026 (possibly delayed, but with a start asap) with a planned completion of March 2027 

2.0 Route overview
Route plan presented and discussions on challenges across the route 
· A488 – Works ongoing until the end of May with white lining (not on route). When A488 is closed to carry out the works the route through Plealey will be busier due to locals using the route. LA advised TM would also not be allowed on the other side of the A488 (Minsterley) whilst these works are carried out.

· Gas works planned near to Pulley and Lower Pulley Lane by Cadent gas in the school summer holidays July / August 2026. LA advised that we would not be allowed to close Pulley / Lower Pulley Lane during this time.

· The route through Plealey is a school bus route so consideration needs to be given on programmed dates for works, possibly school holidays or restricted working. 

· Malehurst Bank – A road closure will cause issues with HGV’s entering the industrial unit and no feasible diversion route for HGVs. There is a possible opportunity to route through field on right hand side. Disused rail line was discussed but deemed unviable as the land still belongs to network rail.
Action - TW to speak with wayleave team.
· There was also a discussion to use a route further out of Plealey to come round the back of Malehurst Bank, but this would cause substantial additional meterage so was not viable option due to increased costs.

Night working was also discussed but deemed not be an option as residents have already complained when previous works took place at the sub.
· Plealey Village – concerns about stone / hard ground. OCU have completed trial holes within area and PD spoke with the farmer on site at time of trial holes and OCU have no concerns

· Looked at alternatives on the one-way system due to school bus route requiring access to Mary Webb School located off Chapel Lane. OCU advised that minimum widths could not be maintained. 

· Brookside with junction of A488 – Drainage works to be completed but no dates confirmed. OCU advised that they would be in the position to complete these works prior to the drainage works to avoid and issues with S58 / surface dressing or collaborative working

· Rally taking place in September (19th and 20th September) 150 cars pass through Plealey to A488, and no TM would be allowed to remain in place and all reinstatement would need to be completed. OCU advised that we would be accommodating of this event and other events planned.

Action: AB to send list of all events planned

· Severn Trent and BT had permitted works agreed for Plealey. OCU would work around these dates

· Concern raised about maintaining access for residents. OCU would ensure that advance warning signs would be erected 10 days prior to works, letter drops and advising residents in advance. TM plans would be shared, and specialist signing would be arranged accordingly in agreement with the LA. Access would be given to resident and emergency vehicles. Works on road closures will be also completed in phases as per TM plans. There will be an OCU site manager on site during the works. 

Action: KC to share TM plans / DG to mark-up TM plans where specialist signage is required

· Directional drills have been identified in Four locations (2 x Longden Lane, 1 x Brookside, 1 x A488 (Pontesbury) – these would take approx. 5 days to complete with road closures required due to machinery required to complete the drills.

· Theres a possibility that the on-demand buses will need to be suspended

· Concerns about harvest vehicles / Tractors during Summer months





 

