Longden Neighbourhood Plan – Meeting 33, Item 6b 

🌿 Village Green vs. Local Green Space (LGS): How Their Protections Compare
1. Level and Strength of Legal Protection
Village Green – Extremely Strong, Statutory Protection
Village green status provides some of the strongest land‑use protection in English law:
· Interference, encroachment, or building on a registered green is a criminal offence under the Inclosure Act 1857 and Commons Act 1876. [footnoteRef:1] [1: https://www.oss.org.uk/what-do-we-fight-for/village-greens/frequently-asked-questions-village-and-town-greens/] 

· The land cannot be developed, except for work that enhances recreational use. 
· Protection is in perpetuity, regardless of ownership change. [footnoteRef:2] [2: https://www.oss.org.uk/what-do-we-fight-for/village-greens/frequently-asked-questions-village-and-town-greens/] 

👉 Village green status creates a permanent legal right for the public to use the land for recreation and effectively prohibits almost all development.

Local Green Space – Strong but Planning‑Policy‑Based Protection
The Local Green Space (LGS) designation (NPPF paragraphs 101–103) gives the land:
· Protection equivalent to Green Belt, meaning development is ruled out except in “very special circumstances.”
[footnoteRef:3] [3: https://www.oss.org.uk/faqs-about-local-green-space-designation/] 

· Protection delivered through the planning system rather than criminal statutes.
· Designation must occur via a Neighbourhood Plan or Local Plan, not independently. 
👉 LGS status is strong in planning policy terms but does not create the absolute, offence‑backed protection of a village green.

2. Basis for Protection
Village Green
Protection arises from statutory rights based on long‑term public use:
· A significant number of local inhabitants must have used the land for lawful sports and pastimes as of right for at least 20 years. 
Local Green Space
Protection arises from NPPF policy tests, not long‑term use:
· Land must be:
· In close proximity to the community it serves.
· Demonstrably special, e.g., because of beauty, history, tranquillity, wildlife, or recreational value.
· Local in character and not an extensive tract of land.


3. Duration and Permanence
Village Green
· Once registered, protection is permanent and continues indefinitely.
· Cannot be removed except via rare statutory processes.
Local Green Space
· Protection lasts for the life of the Neighbourhood or Local Plan.
· A future plan review can remove or alter the designation.


4. Rights Granted
Village Green
· Grants the public a legal right to use the land for recreation.
· Protects the land itself through criminal sanctions.
Local Green Space
· Does not grant public access rights or recreation rights.
· Protects mainly against inappropriate development via planning controls.
(NPPF‑based, not statutory rights).

5. Development Exceptions
Village Green
· Almost none.
· Only buildings or works that directly enable better recreational enjoyment are allowed.

Local Green Space
· Development permitted only in “very special circumstances”, like Green Belt policy.

🔍 Summary Comparison Table
	Feature
	Village Green
	Local Green Space (LGS)

	Legal basis
	Statutory (Commons Act / Inclosure Acts)
	Planning policy (NPPF)

	Strength of protection
	Very high (criminal offences apply)
	High (Green Belt‑level planning protection)

	Public recreational rights
	Yes – legally enforceable
	No – planning protection only

	Change/removal
	Very difficult; rare statutory route
	Can be changed when plan is reviewed

	Development allowed?
	Generally no
	Only in “very special circumstances”

	Ownership relevance
	Irrelevant; protection follows the land
	Considered but does not grant public access

	How designated?
	Through Commons Act registration after evidence
	Through Neighbourhood or Local Plan



✔️ Final Takeaway
Village Green designation is significantly stronger, providing near‑absolute and permanent protection backed by criminal law and granting public recreational rights.
Local Green Space designation is strong within the planning system, offering Green Belt‑level protection, but it:
· Can be revisited in future plans,
· Does not create public access rights,
1. Is ultimately less permanent and less legally powerful than village green status.
