Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 24 – 2nd June 2025 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Present and apologies – 
a. Present: P Arnold, N Ingham, A & L Brayne. R Evans, P Carter, H Kent, K Lovegrove, C Higgins
b. Apologies: J Ingham, P McDonald, Jos Lovegrove
2. Notes of meeting held 7th April 2025 – The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record however the meeting papers had only been shared with some members of the steering committee, so it was agreed to share the papers with the whole committee retrospectively, for information only.
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Notes of liaison meeting held Wednesday 7th May 2025 – CH gave a verbal report on the meeting with SC, which had been attended only by CH, R Corner and E West.  RC had supplied maps and site assessment templates since the previous meeting.  New Flood Risk maps were recently issued by the Environment Agency and these should be referred to when assessing sites, although evidence of localised flooding was also relevant if available to the NP committee. 
b. The draft press release and Call for Sites had been discussed, and they had recommended extending the deadline to the end of August to give time for widespread awareness.  They recommended that the call for sites covers the whole parish as it is important to avoid pre-judging any site, although it would be our decision to assess whether sites outside Longden village were sustainable as SC Cabinet remained supportive of the Hierarchy of Settlements evidence base put forward in the draft Local Plan and it would likely be used in the new plan.  The committee queried whether SC are considering reviewing the scoring system for Community Hubs but this was not known.
c. SC felt it would be worthwhile contacting social housing providers as they were currently well funded to bring forward affordable housing schemes.
d. Recurring link to liaison meetings https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjhhMTlhNDYtMmYyMC00OGE0LThhZmUtZGU1ZjBmMGY3YzY5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22b6c13011-372d-438b-bc82-67e4c7966e89%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2201ce5890-1592-40ef-83b6-4bb036a53842%22%7d – suggest adding to your online calendar for convenience)
4. Site Assessment – 
a. To review and approve updated site assessment criteria (attached) – The Committee reviewed and approved the revised site assessment criteria.  They noted there may need to be a policy included to protect sports fields from development if they are not designated as Local Green Spaces.  A & L Brayne reported they had consulted the MP, who had recommended registration of the village hall grounds as a Local Green Space but the family trustees were not keen to support this.  The land could also be protected by registration as a Field in Trust.
b. It was felt that registration of Annscroft Play Area as a Local Green Space was appropriate.  Finalisation of LGS allocations was becoming a priority.
c. To review and update draft press release from drop-in and invitation to submit sites for assessment (suggest revised deadline 30th August) – Following some minor amendments, the revised press release was agreed, subject to any further comments from absent committee members by the following Wednesday.  Publication suggestions included parish council website, Facebook/Next Door social media sites, parish council noticeboards, parish magazine, Shropshire Star, Radio Shropshire and Halls/Balfours weekly auction reports.  Members were encouraged to share the call for sites amongst local landowners who have previously shown interest through the 2018 SHLAA.

d. To agree timetable for site assessment working party to complete assessments & site visits of 2018 SHLAA sites and any arising from call for sites.  (All meetings to be held at 1:30pm at Longden Village Hall).  Site information forms to be completed for each site (form attached) – Dates – 3 June, 10th June, 17th June – target to complete assessment of known SHLAA sites by end of June.
5. Project timetable – To review and update timetable - deferred
6. Date of next meeting –7th July 2025 
