Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 25 – 7th July 2025 Red Lion Pub, Longden Common, 7:30pm
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present – P Arnold, (chair); P Carter, K Lovegrove, P McDonald, W Sheffield, H Kent, Jonathan Lovegrove
b. Apologies – L & A Brayne, N & J Ingham, Jos Lovegrove
2. Notes of meeting held 2nd June 2025 – agreed as accurate
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – 
a. Notes of liaison meeting held Wednesday 2nd July 2025 – The ongoing support of Shropshire Council was noted despite the uncertainty over funding.
b. Date of next liaison meeting – 16th July 2025 – (The meeting was cancelled by Shropshire Council as it was very soon after the previous meeting)
4. Withdrawal of Locality Funding Support – The impact of the government decision not to extend funding for Neighbourhood Planning was summarised.  The largest impact is the loss of access to the technical support packages (value up to £8,000) which would have assisted with the Strategic Environmental Assessments of sites we may wish to allocate for development in the Neighbourhood Plan.  The support of Longden Parish Council to continue with the current work whilst budgets are reviewed was noted with appreciation.  Shropshire Council does not yet know whether they will lose their funding for supporting N/Plans however they retain responsibility for arranging examination and the referendum.

5. Site Assessment – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – K & Jonathan Lovegrove declared their interests as landowners of one of the sites previously submitted for assessment in 2018.  They stated that LGN003 is no longer available for development and would not be assessed for the neighbourhood plan.
b. Working Group progress – The working group had met on three occasions and had provisionally assessed a number of sites around Longden village against the updated criteria.  A further meeting on 15th July was agreed to assess sites in the wider parish and to take photographs.  CH to collate results for the next meeting.
c. Call for sites - It was noted that the press release and Call for Sites has been advertised on the website and Facebook groups.  Publication in the parish magazine was agreed.  Shropshire Council is expected to launch their own call for sites in the next few weeks and this may also generate sites for consideration.
6. Project timetable – The timetable was discussed and an updated Key Stages programme will be tabled at the next meeting.
7. Date and location of next meeting – 4th August –Tankerville Arms. 
