Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 27 – 1st September 2025 Red Lion PH, Longden Common, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present – P Arnold, P Carter, K Lovegrove, Jos Lovegrove, Jonathan Lovegrove, N Ingham, C Higgins, R Evans (from 8:10pm)
Apologies – P McDonald, H Kent, J Ingham, L & A Brayne
2. Notes of meeting held 4th August 2025 agreed
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council –27th August 2025 at 1:30pm – CH reported that E West had offered to review the initial site assessment report as a critical friend and had already made some suggestions to make the wording more acceptable in planning terms.  

SC have archived many of the documents prepared for the withdrawn local plan, including details of Heritage assets and Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.  CH to find and share the Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment to the committee.

E West offered to review the site accesses with Highways and seek provisional SEA & HRA opinions.  He estimated this could be completed by mid- September.  He also suggested that the brownfield criterion be removed from the RAG assessment and included with the general principles as this is covered by NPPF.  He suggested that the weighting of criteria be more clearly defined.

The Steering Committee agreed to accept the offered review and to leave it with CH to make any amendments for review at the next meeting.  
4. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – None declared
b. Maximum development size – The committee noted advice from SC that allocation of a site assumes the whole site is suitable for future development unless specific site conditions restrict it.  A policy restricting all development sites to a maximum size or proportion of existing housing stock is likely to conflict with local and national planning policy, so is likely to be removed at the examination stage.  Sites should therefore be selected that reflect the aspirations of the community.

It was also noted that landowners are at liberty to subdivide their own fields to define a development boundary. 

R Evans arrived at 8:10pm

It was proposed that the quantity of land allocated be proportional to the amount of growth wanted by the community.  It was agreed to establish the number of existing properties in Longden village (Action KL).

c. Site Selection Criteria – 
i. It was agreed to reject site LGN006 as the size of the site is disproportionate to the size of the settlement and its development would not therefore be sustainable.
ii. It was noted that sites LGN011 and LGN014 would both require defined boundaries to separate the developable areas from any to be retained for agricultural purposes.
iii. It was noted that sites LGN005 and LGN019 are in different ownership.
iv. The capacity estimates of larger sites could be reviewed as they are based on a standard density which may not be appropriate for a rural site.  The village design statement adopted by the parish and SC should be referenced in the Neighbourhood Plan as it remains relevant.
d. A report on availability of assessed sites was deferred but landowners have been encouraged to contact the Clerk if they have sites to promote.
e. The committee noted an additional site had been put forward for assessment.  This was provisionally reviewed by the committee but delegated to the working group for further investigation and inclusion with the report.  (Working group meeting to be arranged after 6th October meeting).
f. The committee approved payment of the invoice from UVE Planning for planning support from April – Aug 2025 - £1,635 & VAT. 
5. Local Green Spaces – The Committee agreed to research the ownership of the green space at Longden Common, which is not believed to be Highways land (Action PC)
6. Date and location of next meeting – 6th October – The Tankerville 
