Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 28 – 6th October 2025, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present: P Arnold, P Carter, R Evans, N Ingham, A Brayne, L Brayne, Jonathan Lovegrove, K Lovegrove, P McDonald
b. Apologies: Jos Lovegrove, J Ingham
2. Notes of meeting held 1st September 2025 - Agreed
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – No liaison meeting had been held in the month.  It was noted that Shropshire Council had received over 600 responses to its recent call for sites, which closed on 2 October.  R Evans has requested a list of sites proposed in the parish, but SC wishes to plot them on a map before releasing them.  It is anticipated the list will contain no assessment details as these will take time to prepare.

CH to arrange further liaison meeting and request feedback on draft list of sites provided the previous month.
4. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – None declared
b. To review draft Site Selection Criteria Report, including Site Assessment Summaries (deferred).
c. It was suggested that the parish council request a Tree Protection Order be applied to a mature tree on site LGN 011. 
d. To review the Landscape & visual sensitivity assessment for Longden in relation to potential allocation sites – NI observed that Area A covers the whole west side of the village and includes several different aspects. He also observed that the two fields at the northern end of area C have a northern aspect and should be included with Area B.  School Lane runs along the top of a ridge and is the more logical division for these two areas with respect to visual susceptibility.  
e. RE reported that the NPPF now gives much greater weight to sustainability which would weigh against the sites to the south of Summerhouse Lane due to the poor pedestrian provision along Shrewsbury Road.  
f. CH suggested these sites might be more suitable for housing designed for older people wishing to downsize to a smaller/single story property than for family homes, which would be better located closer to the primary school.  There was a short debate on whether the neighbourhood plan can specify the type of housing that should be developed at a site.
g. To consider a proposal that a local planning agent be invited to speak to the committee – It was cautiously agreed, with one abstention to accept the offer of a locally resident planning professional speak to the group at the start of the next meeting. 
h. To agree a date for the working group to meet – It was agreed to defer this meeting until Shropshire Council tells us whether any other sites have been proposed.  
i. RE outlined the two methods SC might use to assess sites.  The regulation 18 & 19 method requires the sites to be presented at a hearing by the end of December 2026, but this is not expected to be achievable due to the number of sites to be assessed.  SC has not yet published the methodology it will use to assess the sites.
5. Local Green Spaces – P Carter reported that the green space used by the community on Longden Common Lane is owned by Severn Trent Water Ltd.  It was agreed to contact their estates department to find out if they have any objections to listing the site as a Local Green Space.  (Action CH).
6. Village Hall family trustees continue to oppose the registration of the Village Hall land as a local green space as they feel it is adequately protected from development by the existing trust deed.  LB suggested the playing field be registered with Fields in Trust but this is a function of the management committee.
7. Longden Crossroads is believed to be highway land and under no particular threat of development so it was decided not to attempt to designate it as a LGS at this time
8. Annscroft Play Area is in the management of the parish council and is adequately protected for recreational use.  It was decided not to designate it as a LGS at this time.
9. KL reported that the village of Longden has 165 permanent dwellings, (including Cobham Villas) with three holiday lets.  Five houses have been completed and occupied since 2020.
10. Date and location of next meeting – 3rd November 2025 – The Tankerville from 8pm (after 7pm speaker, if available)
The meeting closed at 9:10pm
