Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 29 – 3rd November 2025, The Tankerville, Longden, 8:00pm 

7:00pm Invited speaker 
Jonathan Lovegrove took the lead for an informal discussion with a local land agent. 
A Henson introduced herself as a senior planning consultant with Berry’s.  She has also worked for Shropshire Council as a planning officer.  She is a governor of Longden school, which her children attend.  She acknowledged her conflicts of interest but spoke as a local resident not in her professional capacity.
Longden School – The school is keen to work with the Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  School numbers are currently down, and class numbers reduced from 5 – 4 due partly to financial constraints.  Numbers expected to increase next year.  The school will respond to the consultation when available.
Site selection criteria – AH commented the methodology appeared robust and covers all the issues.
Highway capacity, (should this be a factor when assessing housing numbers)? – AH stated connectivity is key to villages and Longden has few pavements.  She suggested a highway consultant to prepare a feasibility study to identify potential improvements or traffic calming measures for those areas with poor connectivity, (eg Summerhouse Lane).  It is unlikely that any changes would meet current standards as there is insufficient road space, but it might make development of some sites more acceptable.  A path across private land could be an acceptable alternative even if unlit.  The current Highway Engineer at Shropshire Council takes a pragmatic approach to workable solutions.  Any highway improvements would require a S106 agreement.  It would not be allocated from the CIL contribution.
Shropshire Local Plan – AH commented housing needs figures have doubled and the plan process accelerated to 3 years although the new legislation has not yet been finalised.  She expected consultation on Issues & Options by spring 26 and broad principles by summer 2026.  She expected Longden to be required take on some growth.  She anticipated the facilities would be re-scored but that Shropshire Council will seek to rely on the evidence collected previously.  SC can currently demonstrate 4.7 years of housing land supply.  Longden NP could revisit their Housing Need Survey and focus on local demand evidence.
Housing numbers – AH identified the new regulations on Biodiversity Net Gain as significantly reducing the numbers of houses sites can deliver.  The opinion of the parish council on the capacity of a site has a significant impact on a planning officer’s opinion.  She observed that there are a lot of new Councillors on SC planning committee.
Site size and distribution – AH was positive about the preference for small, managed development sites.  She observed that the Golden Arrow site would be less dense if developed today due to BNG requirements.  
Community Hub – AH believed it is unlikely that Annscroft and Hook-a-gate would be identified as sustainable settlements in the new plan.
Allocation of a portion of a large site – AH suggested this is a risky approach in the absence of a 5-year housing land supply.
BNG provision – Can be provided off site if insufficient space on site but unlikely to be acceptable in a rural community like Longden which is characterised by low density housing.
AH left at 8:20pm
8:20pm Agenda

1. Present – P Arnold, (Chair), K Lovegrove, P Carter, Jonathan Lovegrove, N & J Ingham, W Sheffield, C Higgins (Clerk)
Apologies – Jos Lovegrove, P McDonald
2. Notes of meeting held 6th October 2025 - agreed
3. Liaison with Shropshire Council – Minutes of meeting held 22nd October – Noted.
a. JL suggested a highway consultant report be commissioned as useful evidence.  PC expressed concern that a previous highway consultant report commissioned by the parish council had been dismissed by Shropshire Council.
4. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – No pecuniary interests were declared.
b. To review updated draft Site Selection Criteria Report, including Site Assessment Summaries and information collated by Shropshire Council – The committee agreed to review the assessment for LGN012, which on closer examination seems to be part brownfield with potential access to the village centre.  A meeting of the working group was arranged for 11th November at which all remaining sites currently identified would be assessed.  Any further sites coming forward via the SC call for sites will be assessed when published by Shropshire Council.
c. To note date of online review with D Chetwyn (Tuesday 4th Nov 25) - noted
d. Desktop assessment of new sites (maps and site assessment template attached) and agree date for working group site visits
5. Local Green Spaces – 
a. Longden Common green space – evidence of community value – Clerk to chase up Severn Trent re designation as Local Green Space.  PC to collate evidence of community use.
b. Any additional nominations as local green spaces - None
6. Review of programme – See Key Stages document (attached) – 
a. Clerk reported that Community Resource had appointed a Rural Housing Enabler who may be able to carry out another Housing Needs Assessment.  Clerk to ask him about his methodology.
b. Need for additional funding– to be discussed with the parish council
7. Date and location of next meeting – 1st December 2025 (later postponed until 15th December) – The Tankerville
Items for next agenda –
a. Highway feasibility study
b. Design principles – Shropshire Council Supplementary Planning Document Consultation

The meeting closed at 9:30pm
