Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 30 – 15th December 2025, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present: P Arnold, (Chair), N Ingham, R Evans, W Sheffield, P McDonald, Jos, Karen & Jonathan Lovegrove, P Carter, C Higgins, (Parish Clerk)
b. Apologies: H Kent, J Ingham – The Clerk reported that H Kent had resigned from the steering group.
2. Notes of meeting held 3rd November 2025 – It was agreed to amend the notes of the previous meeting to show the invited speaker as a Planning Consultant rather than a Land Agent.  The minutes were then approved as a true record.
3. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – None declared
b. To review updated draft Site Selection Criteria Report – 
i. It was agreed to ask Shropshire Council whether it is acceptable to import their Landscape Value and Sensitivity Survey, (Gillespie, 2018) into the report and to check with the planning consultant if this is necessary.
ii. LGN002 – Add coalescence of villages to reasons for rejection of the site.
iii. LGN5/19 – Discussed suggestion that a Highways Consultant be appointed to develop proposals to improve pedestrian provision in the south of Longden village.  It was concluded that this would be doing a developer’s work for them and there was no guarantee Shropshire Council would accept the recommendations.
iv. Still waiting for list of sites arising from Shropshire Council’s Call for Sites, which will not be available until mapping has been completed in the new year.
v. LGN011 – Site is part of a much larger field so the site will need to be clearly defined on the northern boundary.
vi. Jonathan Lovegrove offered to research ancient maps for evidence of historic field boundaries.
vii. LGN101	- Planning history to be added – 16/03406/OUT, appeal ref 20/02790/REF and APP/L3245/W/19/3244550 
viii. RAG assessment to be rearranged to allow space for sites emerging from Local Plan call for sites
ix. HKE102 – Conclusion to be expanded upon.
c. To consider an appropriate allowance for windfall development in the neighbourhood plan - guidance from Shropshire Council to be sought
d. To consider an appropriate calculation of density - guidance from Shropshire Council to be sought.
4. Local Green Spaces – Longden Common green space – evidence of community value – P Carter to obtain statements from local residents about community use
5. Review of Housing Needs Assessment by Rural Housing Enabler – (attached)
a. To consider inviting a speaker to discuss a community led affordable housing scheme with either another parish council or a housing provider. – There was little interest in developing a community led affordable housing scheme and ongoing concern that the Housing Need Survey had identified a higher requirement for affordable housing than the housing guidelines identified by Shropshire Council.
6. Shropshire Council Design SPD – N Ingham commented on his summary document, highlighting that Page 5 focuses on local characteristics and requires developments to be responsive to community needs.  He agreed to draft a response to the consultation which has been extended to 14th January 2026.  Jonathan Lovegrove proposed a vote of thanks to NI for his work.  

RE stated that adoption of SPDs will not be allowed after the summer so it is likely that this document will be adopted very soon by Shropshire Council. He said that the Local Plan is unlikely to be adopted before 2029.

7. Date and location of next meeting – 12th January 2026 – The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm

The meeting closed at 9:30pm
