Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 31 – 12th January 2026, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present: P Arnold, Chair, P Carter, P McDonald, A and L Brayne, N & J Ingham, Jonathan, Jos and K Lovegrove, W Sheffield, C Higgins.  R Evans from 8:10pm
2. Notes of meeting held 15th December 2025 – 
a. The minutes were agreed as accurate although NI commented that the Gillespie report referred to in minute 3b1 had flaws that should be identified in the Site Allocation Report (allocation of fields into illogical zones due to topography).  He also observed that any comments on coalescence of villages (minute 3b2) should be consistent across any similar sites.  
b. Jonathan Lovegrove provided copies of an OS map dated c1903 which showed some ancient field boundaries that have subsequently been removed.  
3. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – None
b. To note confidential list of Longden village sites promoted through Shropshire Council’s ‘Call for sites’ – The brief details of site locations and sizes were reviewed.  
i. Two were identified as being much larger than the preferred scale of sites being considered for allocation in the NP.  
ii. SC has assumed only Longden sites are being assessed.  This will be the subject of discussion at the next liaison meeting, and a list of all parish sites has been requested
iii. SC to clarify whether any sites allocated outside Longden village would count towards any housing guidelines set for the next Local Plan
iv. Some information required clarification (two unlabelled columns for area shown / promotion for employment use).  To be queried with SC.  All present reminded that site information was not for wider circulation as the information is not yet publicly available.  (Non-attending members to be contacted to see if they wish to continue to be on the circulation list – CH)
R Evans arrived at 8:10pm.
c. Update on site assessment report and suggestions by D Chetwyn – CH reported on the suggested amendments to the layout of the site allocations report, which are being incorporated.  He had advised against including the Gillespie report in the plan, but reference can be made to it in site assessments.  He had stressed that any rejected sites required full justification as these may be subject to challenge.  
d. Density of development – R Corner has stated that SC policy does not stipulate a specific figure for housing density.  CS6 Sustainable Design and Development Principles in the Core Strategy ensures that development:
‘Protects, restores, conserves and enhances the natural, built and historic environment and is appropriate in scale, density, pattern and design taking into account the local context and character, and those features which contribute to local character, having regard to national and local design guidance, landscape character assessments and ecological strategies where appropriate’;

CH agreed to calculate the density of existing housing in Longden to enable a suitable guideline to be discussed. 

e. To consider setting a size limit for sites deemed strategic and not suitable for consideration in the Neighbourhood Plan – The planning consultant had suggested a size limit be agreed above which sites should be considered as strategic and considered under the Shropshire Local Plan rather than the NP.  (To be discussed with SC).  
4. Local Green Spaces – 
a. Longden Common green space –
i. Response from Severn Trent –some land unregistered.  CH to try to arrange a Teams meeting with Severn Trent to confirm agreement for allocation as LGS
ii. Community use statements – PC provided additional photographs and statements of continued local use by residents.  Details of commemorative benches and trees to be provided.  
5. Shropshire Council Design SPDs - To consider draft response prepared by N Ingham and any further comments (closing date for consultation is 14th January 2026) – Draft response supported and to be used as a basis for a formal response from the NP Steering Committee from the Chair, PA.  SPD largely supports the aims of the NP but lacks diagrams and is overly long.
6. Liaison meeting with Shropshire Council – Wednesday 14th January 26 at 2pm via Teams 
Agenda to include discussion on sites outside of Longden village; density to reflect existing; allowance for infill, (not windfall) development; suitability of large sites for consideration in NP and progress on requested Highway opinion for sites accessed by very narrow rural roads.

7. Date and location of next meeting – 9th February 2026 – Venue to be confirmed (PA)

Meeting closed at 8:50pm
