Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 33 – 16th March 2026, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present: P Carter, (Chair), A & L Brayne, P McDonald, N & J Ingham, K & Jonathan and Jos Lovegrove, R Evans, C Higgins
Apologies: P Arnold, W Sheffield
2. Notes of meeting held 9th February 2026 – Agreed as a true record
3. Review of Policy Document – Version 1.9 
RE stated the percentage of affordable housing required by policy in rural areas is likely to increase to 40% in the next Local Plan.  A cross-subsidy policy has recently been adopted by Shropshire Council to try to increase the supply of affordable housing.  It enables land to be developed that might not otherwise receive planning permission.
Housing land supply is currently calculated at 3.8 years.
2.1.3	JI proposed additional comments on hidden rural deprivation
2.4.3 and 2.5.1	JI proposed use of term ‘infill’ in place of ‘windfall’
2.5.1	JI proposed evidence of local housing need has not been demonstrated so SAM.Dev settlement housing requirement for Longden should be used.   RE stated that the housing need of 50 homes was based on the withdrawn Local Plan.  Shropshire Council now has a much higher housing requirement so using the old settlement requirement of 50 is a risk.  
2.5.5	Movement and active travel – NI proposed reference be made to narrow lanes with limited capacity for traffic are used to access local services.
Policy L1 – JI proposed removal of Section 3 (support for exception sites for affordable housing) but this would be in conflict with local and national policy so revised proposal to incorporate para 3b into 2c and remove section 3.
Additional proposals (as circulated to group prior to the meeting) were generally supported and had been sent to the planning consultant for consideration.
Heritage Assets – JI & NI offered to compile a list of non-designated heritage assets in the parish for inclusion in the plan.
4. Site Assessments – 
a. To record any pecuniary interests – To ensure full transparency, it is essential that the committee declares any interests in land that may be affected by the site assessment process. – No pecuniary interests declared
b. Update on site assessment report and confirm list of sites available and suitable for allocation – CH still working on RAG assessment.
5. Liaison meeting with Shropshire Council – 
a. Next meeting date to be confirmed.
b. CH has asked if CIL Local funds can be used to support Neighbourhood Plan development as the plans support development.  RE stated that CIL funding is under review and that expenditure on the Oxon Link Road may impact on the amount of CIL available for other projects.  
6. Local Green Spaces – 
a. Longden Common green space – the group supported registration of the site as a Village Green, which would offer greater protection than an LGS designation.  PC to work with residents to gather evidence of use ‘as of right’ for over 20 years.
b. Longden Village Hall grounds – NI & JI expressed an ongoing preference for the village hall grounds to be protected as a Local Green Space.  The Lovegroves stated that sufficient protection against development was afforded by the trust deed which entrusts the land for the benefit of residents of the parish.  The land has now been registered with the Land Registry.  AB was concerned that the deed did not offer sufficiently strong protection so Jonathan Lovegrove offered to provide an extract of the trust deeds for inclusion in the NP to demonstrate it would be protected for recreational purposes.
7. Scoping reports for SEA/HRA screening – Locality guidance notes are attached for information.
a. A quotation from an environmental consultancy was noted with concern.  The requirement for HRA/SEA is triggered by the intention to allocate sites for development however RE observed that the NP does not have to allocate sites.  A discussion followed on the alternative option to amend the proposed development boundary instead of allocating sites.  This may not require a full HRA assessment.  PC proposed all attending consider a suitable development boundary that would allow space for sustainable development for discussion at the next meeting.  (CH to supply a suitable base map for drafting).  This is a significant change in approach which will need to be discussed with Shropshire Council and the planning consultant.
b. To consider capacity to prepare the reports ourselves, with review by Locality at a lower cost (Note- they would require additional information to provide a quote).  Deferred
8. Date and location of next meeting – 7th April 2026 – The Tankerville 
