Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 34 – 7th April 2026, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Agenda

1. Present and apologies
2. Notes of meeting held 16th March 2026 (attached)
3. To record any pecuniary interests – To ensure full transparency, it is essential that the committee declares any interests in land that may be affected by the site assessment process.
4. Review of Policy Document – Version 2.0 (attached) 
5. Settlement Boundary – 
a. To consider a suitable development boundary for Longden village to allow sufficient space for sustainable development to meet local housing needs.  
b. To confirm the evidence base for selecting the proposed boundary, (eg. Proximity to existing built envelope, close to community facilities, small sites, similarity to previously proposed development boundary, etc).  The RAG criteria will provide a good basis for a narrative report in place of the site assessment section, which has now been removed from version 2.0.
6. Liaison meeting with Shropshire Council – 
a. To approve sharing of V2.0 with Shropshire Council with a request for a meeting.
7. Local Green Spaces – 
a. Longden Common green space – To note that the Parish Council has supported the designation of the space as a village green.  PC to collect evidence of unrestricted use over 20 years.
b. Longden Village Hall Playing Fields – To note the amendments to Policy L3, which incorporates protection for recreational facilities, including the village hall grounds.
8. Scoping reports for SEA/HRA screening –
a. To note the advice of the planning consultant that a formal screening opinion be requested.  The consultant can provide a letter providing an informed opinion that the development would have a low environmental impact to accompany the request. An SEA may still be required if the revised boundary has significant environmental impacts as it may have the same effect as site allocation, however it may not as the area affected would be restricted to Longden village rather than the whole parish, so may be beyond the buffer zones for the European habitat sites.  Actions recommended:
i. The distance between the proposed boundaries and the European sites should be reviewed.
ii. Seek confirmation whether the buffer zones are formal or informal (ie. Defined by legislation or Shropshire Council)
b. Should an SEA be required, it is recommended that a quote be requested from Locality for light touch support for DIY screening.
9. Date and location of next meeting – TBC
