Longden Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
Meeting 34 – 7th April 2026, The Tankerville, Longden, 7:30pm 
Minutes

1. Present and apologies
a. Present: P Arnold, (Chair), P Carter, N & J Ingham, Jonathan, K and Jos Lovegrove, P McDonald, L Brayne, C Higgins
b. Apologies: None
2. Notes of meeting held 16th March 2026 (circulated with the agenda) were agreed as an accurate record
3. To record any pecuniary interests – To ensure full transparency, it is essential that the committee declares any interests in land that may be affected by the site assessment process. – None declared
4. Review of Policy Document – Version 2.0 (circulated with agenda) – The need to populate the table in Policy L1, giving numbers of houses accommodated by the plan was noted.  Other changes (printed in red) were generally supported.  The references to Earls Hill & Habberley SSSI will need to be amended to refer to the Stiperstones & Hollies (European Site)
5. Settlement Boundary – 
a. To consider a suitable development boundary for Longden village to allow sufficient space for sustainable development to meet local housing needs.  – Group members proposed a range of options, each allowing space for sustainable development adjacent to the current village envelope.  Consensus was reached on a boundary to include the ‘pony patch’ and rectory orchard, south of Plealey Lane and parts of the fields to the north of Plealey Lane immediately adjacent to Little Barnyard, (referenced LGN011 and LGN014 in 2018 SHLAA). The total capacity of these sites was estimated at between 25-33 houses at a density of 15- 20 houses per hectare. 
b. To confirm the evidence base for selecting the proposed boundary, (eg. Proximity to existing built envelope, close to community facilities, small sites, similarity to previously proposed development boundary, etc). 
i. All of the sites are within walking distance of the primary school, with adequate highway access and space to provide an extension of the pavement on Plealey Lane.  
ii. None of the sites is large enough to distort the community cohesion of the village
iii. None of the sites extend obtrusively into the countryside or impact significantly on sensitive environmental habitats.
iv. Brownfield sites adjacent to the proposed boundary could provide space for additional housing under national policy, should it become available in the future so is not included in the draft development boundary.
v. The boundary proposed closely relates to that proposed in the recently withdrawn Local Plan for Shropshire.  
vi. CH to prepare a narrative report in place of the site assessment section, which has now been removed from version 2.0.  
vii. CH to share proposed development boundary with SC
6. Liaison meeting with Shropshire Council – 
a. Officers’ catch-up meeting arranged for 14th April.  CH to attend.
7. Local Green Spaces – 
a. Longden Common green space – No action to report.  PC to collect evidence to support designation as Village Green
b. Longden Village Hall Playing Fields –The amendments to Policy L3, which incorporates protection for recreational facilities, including the village hall grounds were supported.  Jonathan Lovegrove provided an extract from the village hall deeds as evidence of protection of the site for social and recreational use in perpetuity, which can be appended to the NP but reiterated the trustees decision not to agree to designation as a Local Green Space.  The section on Local Green Spaces has been removed from V2.0 of the NP.
8. Scoping reports for SEA/HRA screening –
a. The meeting noted the advice of the planning consultant that a formal screening opinion be requested.  The consultant can provide a letter providing an informed opinion that the development would have a low environmental impact to accompany the request. An SEA may still be required if the revised boundary has significant environmental impacts as it may have the same effect as site allocation, however it may not as the area affected would be restricted to Longden village rather than the whole parish, so may be beyond the buffer zones for the European habitat sites.  Actions recommended:
i. The distance between the proposed boundaries and the European sites should be reviewed.
ii. Seek confirmation whether the buffer zones are formal or informal (ie. Defined by legislation or Shropshire Council)
b. Should an SEA be required, it is recommended that a quote be requested from Locality for light touch support for DIY screening.
9. Non-designated heritage assets – J Ingham tabled a template list for identification of non-designated heritage assets within the parish and requested all members submit details of important buildings or structures to her for inclusion as an appendix to the NP.
10. Design guidance – N Ingham to prepare a summary of locally distinctive design features and suggest positive features for the guidance of developers.
11. Date and location of next meeting – 18th May 2026, The Tankerville, 7:30pm
